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D i c t i o n a ry
of 18th Century Clothing Te rms - # 11 1

Edited by Wi lliam W. B u rk e

A
A DONIS (M.) A long bushy white wig. “A fine flowing Ad onis or white peri w i g. ” (, R.
G ra ve s , The Spiri tual Qu i xo te. )

AG G RA F ES, AG G RA PES Hooks and Eye s ; also clasp or buck l e .

A I G RET, E G RET, A I G RETTE (F.)  An upright plume of feathers or a jeweled ornament in
the shape of fe a t h e r s , w o rn on hats. “A bracelet or a well-fancied aigre t . ” ( , S. Fo o t e, T h e
Na b o b. )

A I LE - D E - PIGEON (H.)  The pigeonwing peri w i g, a toupee with one or two stiff hori zon t a l
ro ll curls projected above the ears, with the foretop and sides smooth and plain.

A P PA REL A term used to denote cl o t h i n g, in particular a suit of cl o t h e s . Also applied to
e m b ro i d e red borders of eccl e s i a s t i cal garm e n t s .

A P RON (M. and F.)  Also Ap o rne and Na p ron : () MALE APRON Wo rn by artisans and
w o rkmen to protect cl o t h i n g ; tied at the waist and often cut in one to spread over the ch e s t .
“B l u e - a p roned men” was applied to tra d e s m e n . “ G re e n - a p roned men” applied to Lon d on
p o rt e r s . () FEM A LE APRON  Se rved to protect cl o t h i n g. also mu ch used as a decora t i on .
G a t h e red into a waistband and tied round the waist; s ome working aprons had an attached bib
extending up from the waist to protect the bodice. D e c o ra t i ve aprons were of fine materi a l s ,
u s u a lly without bibs and often embro i d e re d .

A RTOIS BUCKLE (M.)  A ve ry large decora t i ve shoe buck l e
f a s h i onable between   and  .

ATTI RE (F.)  A head-dress of go l d s m i t h ry and gems, w o rn on
o c ca s i ons of state. Wo rd sometimes curtailed to “Ti re” . ()
Ap p a re l .
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Artois Shoe Buckle, c. 



B
BACK STRING A child's leading strings attached to the shoulders of the dre s s . “Misses at
whose age their mother wore, the back - s t ring and the bib. ” (, C owp e r, The Ta s k. )

BAG A wig. See “B a g -Wi g. ”

BAG -WIG or BAG (M.)  The queue of the wig was enclosed in a square black-silk bag dra w n
in at the nape of the neck with a running stri n g, c oncealed by a stiff bow. Wo rn with “d re s s ” a n d
“f u ll - d re s s ” .

BA HUT A masquerade dress or “DO M I N O ” .

BAND (M. and F.)  A white separate coll a r. “ Sh o rt , b a n d s ” w e re a pair of short narrow pendants
of white linen worn by ministers of re l i g i on , b a r risters and coll e g i a n s .

BA N DA NA HANDKERC HI EF (M.)  Ori g i n a lly of silk, later of cotton having a dark gro u n d
c om m on ly of Tu rk ey red or blue with a small white or ye ll ow spots. I m p o rted from India and
used for neck - cloths and snuff-handkerch i e fs .

BANGING CHIGNON (F.)  A wide flat loop of hair dressed to hang from the top down to
the nape of the neck ; s ometimes tied round with ri b b on (English).

BA N I A N , BA N YA N , BA N JA N , INDIAN NIGHTG OWN (M.)  A loose-skirted coat, k n e e -
l e n g t h , with a short back vent and fastened by a clasp or buttoned or hooked down the fron t ;
s l e eves close and slit. O ften worn out of doors -- when of costly materi a l .

BA RC ELO NA HANDKERC HI EF Of soft tw i lled silk, o ften coloured --usually black ; used as
a neck e rch i e f. “A Barc e l ona black and tight” pinned round the neck . ” ( Peter Pi n d e r.)  But used
as a handkerch i e f ; “B a rc e l ona silk handkerch i e fs . ” ( , E s s ex Record Of f i c e, I nve n t o ry. )

BA S KET BUTTONS Buttons cove red with a interlacing pattern or a metal imitation there o f ;
e s p e c i a lly fashionable on men's coats.

BAT HING CO S TUME () MALE : Voluminous flannel gow n s , s p oken of as “f l a n n e l s ” , w e re
w o rn at public baths. But for seaside bathing nothing was worn . () FEM A LE : A loose flannel
gow n , a n k l e - l e n g t h , with sleeve s .

BAVA ROY, B EV EROY (M.)  “A sandy colour Beve roy bro a d cloth coat.” (, London Gazette.)
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B E A RER (F.) (Early th c.) Padded ro lls acting as bustles. (M.) A band buttoned across the
inside of the top of bre e ches or trousers which were made with fall s . The bearers placed behind
the fall's flap, was deeper on the sides than in the centre where the two parts were button e d
t o g e t h e r; rising a couple of inches above the top of the flap. (a.) BILSTON BEARER - T h e
b e a rer band of the bre e ches cut extra wide to give more abdominal support ; a type used by
l a b o u re r s . ( b.) FRENCH BEARER - The bearer band cut ve ry narrow.

B E A RING CLOTH The mantle or cloth used to cover an infant when ca r ried to baptism. “Fo r
 y a rds of dameske to make a bearing cloth £::. ” ⁽     , Lo rd Wi lliam How a rd of Na w o rt h ,
Household Book s. )

B E AU (M.) A gentleman ve ry particular as to his dre s s ; not necessari ly as effeminate as a Fo p.

B E AV ER, B E AV ER HAT (M. and F.)  A hat ori g i n a lly made of beaver skin but from  th c. o f
felted beaver wool.

B EDG OWN (M. and F.) A loose-sleeved dre s s i n g - gow n , w o rn on ly as negligee in the bedro om
for com f o rt . “Why must the wrapping bed-gown hide, Your snowy bosom's swelling pri d e ? ” ( ca .
, E d w a rd Moore . )

B EEHI V E - H AT, HIVE BONNET (F.)  A hat with a tall rounded crow n , b e e h i ve - s h a p e d , a n d
a narrow bri m .

B ELL - H OO P, C U P O LA COAT (F.)  An under-petticoat distended with whalebone hoops to
the shape of a bell .

B ELOW See “FU R B ELOW. ”

B ELT Military Belt, Shoulder Belt, Wa i s tb e l t : A strap of leather
or material to confine or support clothes or weapon s .

B ERG ERE HAT, MILKMAID HAT (F.)  A large straw hat
with flexible brim and low crow n .

B ER M U DA HAT (F.) Of straw for country wear. “Wom a n ' s
Hatts made of fine Bermude Pl a t t . ” (  , New England We e k l y
J o u rn a l. )

B I A S, B Y ESSE (th c. on) Material cut on the cro s s , a method
used for hose to obtain a close fit.

BIB A small square of linen hung in front of a child's neck to protect the clothes from being
s o i l e d .

B er gere Ha t ,  5- 6
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B I B - A P RON An apron with a bib extension .

B I L B OQU ETS  See “RO U LETT ES. ”

B I L S TON BEARER See “B E A RER. ”

B I RT H DAY SUIT (M.) A Court suit for wearing on a Royal birt h d ay.

B LAC KS (M. and F.) Mourning appare l .

B LANC  White paint or powder used as cosmetic for skin.

B O B, B O B -WIG (M.) A wig without a queue. The Long Bob cove red the back of the neck ;
the Sh o rt Bob ended above the neck . A lw ays an “u n d re s s ” w i g.

B O D KIN (F.) A long pin used for dressing hair.

BOISSON (F.) A short cloak with a hood. “ Sm a ll boisson g s , c raped with a small handkerch i e f
and hood, made ve ry narrow round the shoulders; for half dre s s . ” ( , The Lady's Maga z i n e.)

B O N N ET (M. and F.) A term loosely used for any small head-
c ove ri n g.

B OOT CUFF (M.) A ve ry deep, cl o s e d , t u rn e d - b a ck cuff T h e
cuff fre q u e n t ly re a ched the bend of the elbow. “Boot sleeve” w a s
applied to one with a boot cuff. s l e eves were cert a i n ly intended to
be re c e i vers of stolen go o d s . ” ( , H . Fi e l d i n g, The Miser. )

B OOT GART ERS (M.) St raps fixed to the back of a riding boot
and then passed round the leg above the knee, over the bre e ch e s ,
to keep the boot in position .

B OO T KIN (M.) A soft boot worn by suffe rers from Gout.

B o b - Wi gs . Long Bob, 8th c.

B o b - Wi gs . S h o rt Bob, 8th c.

Boot Cuff,  5
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B OOT JACK (M.) An implement of wood or iron to hold the boot while the wearer draws his
f o o t .

B OOTS (M. and F.) Fo o twear of leather or stout material extending up beyond the ankle.

B OOT SLEEV ES  See “B OOT CUFF. ”

B OOT STOC KING (M., ra re ly F.) St o ckings worn inside boots to protect the more elegant
u n d e r - s t o ckings from wear and dirt . Us u a lly of coarse materi a l .

BOSOM BOTT LES (F.) Sm a ll vessels of tin or glass holding water and worn by ladies to keep
their bouquets fre s h . “B o s s om Bottles, p e a r - s h a p e d , f l a t ,  i n ches lon g, of ribbed glass for bou-
q u e t s . ” ( , Boston Evening Po s t .)

BOSOM FLOW ERS (F. , also M.) Artificial nosegays worn by women in full dre s s ; also by
M a ca ronies in day dre s s .

BOSOM FRI ENDS (F.) Chest pro t e c t o r s , of wool, flannel or fur, w h i ch also served as bust-
i m p rove r s .

BOSOM KNOT (F.)  See “B REAST KNOT. ”

B OX COAT (M.) A heavy caped ove rc o a t , the capes often mu l t i p l e, w o rn by coach m e n , t ra v-
e llers and those riding outside the coach .

B RA N D EN B O U RG , B RA N D EN B U RG Trimming of tra n s verse cording and tassel in the
m i l i t a ry styl e .

B REAST HOOK See “ S TAY HOO K ” .

B REAST KNOT, BOSOM KNOT (F.) A ri b b on - b ow or bunch of ri b b ons worn at the bre a s t
of a gow n

B REAST POC KET (M.) An inside pocket in the lining of the right breast of a coat.

B REASTS (M.) Tailor's term , c om m on ly used in bill s , for waistcoat button s ; u s u a lly com b i n e d
with “c o a t s , ” for coat button s .

B REE C H ES (M.) An outer cove ring for the legs ending just above or more usually just below
the knees; the front opening was replaced by the “Fa ll” as the waistcoat was short e n e d , ca .  ,
exposing the front of the bre e ch e s .
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B RI D LES (F.) The strings for tying a “c o i f ” under the ch i n . See “KISSING STRI N G S. ”

B RI G A D I ER WIG (M.) Identical to “MAJOR W I G , ” w h i ch see; a military style with a double
q u e u e . “B ri g a d i e r” was the name used in Fra n c e, but seldom in England. “Hence we hear of the
B rigadier or the Major for the Arm y. ” ( , James St ew a rt , P l o cac o s m o s. )

B RI S TOL DIAMOND or STONE Rock crystals found at Clift on , near Bristol (England), a n d
used as imitation diamonds in jew e ll e ry.

B ROWN GEORGE (M.) Colloquial term for a brown wig said to resemble a loaf of course
b rown bre a d .

B RUNSWICK GOWN or SACK GERMAN GOWN (F. )
A sack - b a cked gown with fron t - b u t t oned bodice and lon g
s l e eves to the wri s t s , an unusual fe a t u re with Sa ck s .

B U C K LE () A clasp consisting of a rectangular or curved ri m
with one or more movable tongues secured to the chape at on e
side or in the middle and long enough to rest on the opposite
s i d e . Used to fasten straps or orn a m e n t . () Buckle from the
Fre n ch “b o u cl e, ” a curl of hair associated with men's wigs.

B U C K LED WIG (M.) One having tightly ro lled curls gener-
a lly arranged hori zon t a lly above or about the ears.

B U C KS KIN () Meaning gloves of buck s k i n . () Occa s i on a lly
meaning bre e ches of buck-
s k i n , ch i e f ly a word in use
a fter   .

B U F F O N , BUFFONT (F.) A large diaphanous neck e rch i e f
of gauze or fine linen swathed round the neck and shoulders
and puffed out over the bosom .

B U G LES Tubular glass beads, g e n e ra lly black but also white
or blue; u s e d , but not ve ry popular in th c.

B U LLY- COC KED (M.) A hat cocked in the style favoure d
by the bullie of the peri o d ; g e n e ra lly a bro a d - b rimmed hat.

B U RSE () A large purse or bag. () The black silk bag of a
b a g - w i g, a Fre n ch term seldom used.

B runswick Gown, c .  6

B u f f o n t , 8th c.
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BUSK (F. s ometimes M.) St i f fener of a bodice; the busk being a flat length of bon e, w h a l e b on e
or wood. The busk was sometimes ca rved with emblems and worn pushed down into a busk
sheath in front of the bodice.

BUSK POINT (F.) A tie for securing the Busk.

B UTT ER F LY CA P, F LYCAP (F.) A small lace cap wired into the form of a butterf ly and worn
p e rched above the fore h e a d . La p p e t s , j ewels and flowers trimming were sometimes added for
C o u rt wear.

B UTTONS (M. and F.) Fastenings or dress orn a m e n t s . A knob or disk sewn or affixed to a
g a rment to fasten it by passing through a button - h o l e . See named typ e s : Basket B. , D e a t h s
Head B. , Dorset B. , Top B. , Snail B. , Stalk B.

C
CA B RI O LE , CA P RI O LE HEADDRESS (F.) A head-dress in the shape of some kind of ca r-
ri a g e .

CA DOGAN (M. and F.) Ra re term of “ C LU BW I G ” and “ CATOG A N” .

CA LA S H , CA LECHE (F.) A folding hood, h o o p e d , being built up on arches of whalebone or
cane cove red with soft silk; named after the Fre n ch ca r riage ca lled a Calech e . Wo rn out of doors
to protect the high head-dresses fashionable in the peri o d . Its original Fre n ch name was a
“T h e re s e” .

CA LV ES, FALSE (M.) Pads worn inside the stockings to improve the shape of the legs.

CA M I S E , CA M ES, KEM ES, KEMSE See “ C H EM I S E ” .

C a l a s h ,   

(as worn ) .
C a l a s h , 8th c.
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CA M PAIGN COAT (M.) Any old tattered coat worn by beggers and gypsies to arouse com p a s-
s i on .

CA M PAIGNE W I G ,T RAV ELLING WIG (M.) A bushy wig with short side locks usually
with knotted ends and a ve ry short queue behind. The side locks were sometimes tied back for
t ra ve ll i n g. A kind of wig popular with the elderly.

CANE (M. o c ca s i on a lly also F.) The fashionable period for canes was the th century, o ft e n
ve ry long and ca r ried by ladies as well as gentlemen. Typ e s : M a l a c ca or “ C l o u d e d” ca n e ; Ra t t a n ,
a species of palm from the East Indies.

CAP (M. and F.) () MALE : B e g a n , u n - n a m e d , in  th c. to imply social infe ri o ri ty (as in the
s e rv a n t , a p p rentice or sch o o l b oy ) . () FEM A LE : The domestic cap worn indoors.

CA PE A turn e d - d own coll a r, whether large or small . CA PELINE (F.) A woman's hat adorn e d
with fe a t h e r s .

CA P O T, CAPOTE (M.) A loose coat. “Wrapped in their thick capote or loose coats.” ( ,
C h a n dl e r, Travels in Asia Minor.) 

CA P U C HI N , CAPUCHON (F.) A soft hood worn out of doors. K n own as a Riding hood, i t
was worn in the country and when tra veling by coach . It had a coloured lining and a deep ca p e .

CA P U C HIN CO LLAR (F.) A ro ll collar foll owing a V- n e ckline of a high waisted dre s s .

CAPUCHON  See “ CA P U C HI N” .

CA RACA LLA WIG (M.) A black wig.

CA RACO (F.) A thigh-length, waisted jacket worn as the bodice of a gown and forming with
the skirt the “ C a raco dre s s ” . It was a day dre s s .

CA RAVAN (F.) ( .)  A small , e a rly form of the CA LA S H . “It consists of whalebone form e d
in large ro u n d s , w h i ch at a touch throws down over the face a blind of white sarc e n e t . ” (,
U n iversal Maga z i n e. )

CA RD I NAL (F.) A / length hooded cl o a k , u s u a lly of sca rlet cl o t h .

CA RO LINE HAT (M.) A felt hat made of Carolina Beave r; the fur, f rom the Carolinas and,
owing to the cl i m a t e, i n fe rior to the Canadian fur known as “Fre n ch Beave r” . C a rolina hats were
t h e re f o re usually worn by servants and genera lly black . “Two Carolina hats for the serv a n t s . ”
( , Pu ref oy Letter s. )
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CA S TOR (M. and F.) A beaver felt hat. See “D EM I -
CA S TO R ” .

CATOGAN CLUB WIG (M.) A wig with a broad flat queue
t u rned up on itself and tied round the middle with black ri b b on .

CAU D EBEC HAT (M.) A felt hat imitating a beave r; said to
h a ve originated from Caudebec in No rm a n d y. K n own in
England as “ C a wd e b i n k” or “ C o rd yb a ck” h a t .

CAUL (M. and F.) () MALE : The netw o rk foundation on
w h i ch the wig was built. () FEM A LE : The soft 
pliable crown of a bonnet or ca p.

CAU LI F LOW ER WIG (M.) A cl o s e ly curled bob-wig, c om m on ly worn by coach m e n .

CAXON (M., ra re ly F.) A tie-wig, u s u a lly white or pale coloured but occa s i on a lly black . Wo rn
with “u n d re s s , ” ch i e f ly by the pro fe s s i onal cl a s s .

C ERUSE (M. and F.) A cosmetic used to whiten the face. Made of white lead.

CHAIN BUCKLE (M.) A vari e ty of curled wig (“B u ck l e” meaning curl ) .

C H A N C ELLOR (M.) A vari e ty of wig.

C H A PE AU BRAS (M.) A dress hat made to be ca r ried under the arm ; a flat cocked hat.

C H EEK W RA P PERS (F.) The side flaps of the “D o rm e u s e” or ''Fre n ch Ni g h t - C a p” .

C H EMISE CA M I S E , KEM ES, KEMSE (F.) Chemise imported from France in the late t h
c e n t u ry as a refined name for “s m o ck” or “s h i ft” . Made of linen homespun or cotton , ve ry volu-
minous and knee-length; without tri m m i n g, o b l ong in shape.

C H EMISE DRES S, G OW N , ROBE (F.) (  on.) Top drawn in round a low neck and alw ays
w o rn with a sash; l ong tight sleeve s . Also known as the “Pe rdita Chemise, ” was closed down the
f ront from bosom to hem with buttons or a series of ri b b on bow s ; a sash was essential.

C H EM I S ETTE (F.) White muslin or ca m b ric “f i ll - i n” to the low cut front of a bodice.

C H EV E U X - D E - F RISE A vandyked fri ll or edging.

C a t o gan or Club Wi g , ca .   

From the Office of the Northwest Territory Alliance Patternmaster      Dictionary #111

Copyright 1997 Northwest Territory Alliance pg 9/49



C HI C KEN - S KIN GLOV ES (F.) Though retaining the name the gloves were fre q u e n t ly made
of other materi a l s . “The name induced some to think they were made from the skin of ch i ck e n s '
but on the con t ra ry they are made of a thin strong leather which is dressed with almonds and
s p e rm a c e t i . ” (, From a shop bill of Wa r ren the Pe rf u m e r.)  See LI M ERICK GLOV ES.

C HIGNON (F.) Denotes a mass of hair arranged at the back of the head. See also BAG I N G
C HI G N O N .
C HITT ER LINGS  (M.) Popular term for the fri lls down the front of a shirt .

C LOAK BAG , P O RTM A N T E AU (M.) A re c e p t a cle in which a cloak could be packed for
t ra ve l i n g.

C LOCK () A go re or triangular insert i on into a garment to widen it at the point, as with col-
l a r s , s t o ck i n g s , e t c . (a) Once the seams forming the triangular insert i on began to be embro i-
d e re d , the term “cl o ck” was tra n s fe r red to this form of embro i d e ry and the cl o cks of stock i n g s
came to mean embro i d e ry at the ankles, whether go red or not.

C LOGS () The term was applied to ladies leather-soled over shoes with mere ly instep-stra p s
and genera lly matching the shoe. (On the arrival of guests) “the Gentleman were to put their
hats and sticks in one corner and the Ladies their clogs in another. ” ( , The Mirro r, n o. . )
() All wooden shoes worn by country folk.

C h i g n o n ,    

C h i t terl i n gs of s h i rt ,
l a te  th c.

C l o g ,  th c.
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C LO S E - COAT (M.) Te rm for a coat worn buttoned up. “ . . . d ress'd in a drab colour'd cl o s e
G reat Coat.” (  , D e c . , No rw i ch Merc u ry. )

C LUB (M.) () A heavy stick , f a s h i onable in ' s . (a) An altern a t i ve name for the CATAG A N
W I G . “In an undress unless you have a club as thick as both your double fists, you are not fit to
be seen.” (, G . C o l m a n , Man and Wi fe . )

COAT, M . E . COTE (M. and F.)  () MALE : Distinguished from the Fro ck by having no
t u rn e d - d own coll a r. () FEM A LE : The name “c o a t” s h o rtened from “Pe t t i c o a t , ” was the com-
m on term either the under-petticoat or for the skirt of a gow n .

COATS A tailor's term for coat-button s . See “B RE A S T S. ”

COCK (M.) () The turn-up of the brim of a hat; v a rious named forms such as the DEM A R K
COC K , the DETTI N G EN COC K , e t c . () A term used to denote the angle at which worn .

COC KERS, CO KERS, COC U RS (M.) Te rm genera lly applied to leggings buckled or button e d
at the side and strapped under the foot.

COG G ERS (M.) Gaiters of stiff leather or cloth buttoned up the side with a strap under the
i n s t e p. See “ COC KERS ” .

COIF (F.) Te rm applied to indoor ca p s , p a rt i c u l a rly the RO U N D - E A RED CA P.

CO LLAR  A piece of material attached to the neck-opening of a garment or added separa t e ly to
f o rm a cove ring for the neck . The social significance of the collar was in re s t ricting the fre e
m ovement of the neck .

COMMODE (F.) (Early th c.) A wire frame supporting the high fontange head-dre s s .

CO DY BACK HAT See “ CAU D EBEC HAT” .

CORK RUMP or RUMP (F.) A bustle in the form of a large crescentic pad stuffed with cork .

CORK WIG (M.) Cork , one of the many materials used for making wigs. “J ohn Light, p e ru k e
m a k e r, has brought to great perfe c t i on the best method of making Cork Wi g s , either smooth or
in curl s ; and also Cork-Bag-wigs in the neatest manner. ” (, The Sa l i s b u ry Journ a l. )

CO RS AGE (F.) The upper or bodice port i on of a dre s s .

CO RS ET or CO RSE (M. and F.) CO RS ET or STAY S. End of th c. on . The Fre n ch word
“c o r s e t” was beginning to be used as a refinement for “ St ays ” . Both terms were in com m on use.
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COTE See “ COAT” .

C RA N T S, C RAU N C E , C RAUNDICE (F.) A garland of flowers or of go l d - s m i t h ry and gems.
“The Fu n e ral Cra n t s ” was a symbolic garland ca r ried at the funeral of a virgin. ( See Hamlet, V,
i.)  Sometimes made of paper flowers and a fra m ew o rk of linen or iron to which the flow e r s , re a l
or sham, w e re attach e d . Su b s e q u e n t ly the Crants were hung over the deceased's seat in ch u rch
or ch a n c e l , together with her coll a r, g i rdle and one white glove .

C RAVAT (M.) A neck cloth of lawn, muslin or silk, folded round the neck , the ends tied in a
knot or bow in fron t .

C ROC H ET A hook ; o ften an art i cle of jew e ll e ry. C ROP Te rm denoting “s h o rt” .

C RO S S C LO T H , F O REH E A DC LOTH (M. and F.) Plain cro s s cloths worn in illness or in
bed to prevent wri n k l e s . See also “F RO N T LET” .

C ROSS POC KET A pocket with a hori zontal opening.

CUE (Fre n ch “ QUEUE”.) The pendant tail of hair as of a wig. First appeared as a civilian
mode ca .   .

CUE PERU KE A wig with a cue (queue).

C U F F, M . E . CO F F E , CUFFE (M. and F.) The turn e d - b a ck part , actual or sham, of the sleeve
of a garment so as to give an extra cover to the wri s t , either for warmth or orn a m e n t . O ri g i n a lly
it could be turned over the hand for warm t h . The (M.) cuff of the coat sleeve became a stri k i n g
fe a t u re in th c. until ca .  , the cuff being either open behind (to ca .   ) or closed and
k n own as “Closed Cuff ” . See “B OOT CUFF, M A RI N ER'S CUFF” . The closed cuff, wide and
winged (  ' s ) , i . e . f a lling away from the sleeve on the outer side, g ra d u a lly diminished, b e c om-
ing small and close by ca .  .

C U F F - B UTTO N , S LEEVE BUTTON Two discs, u s u a lly metal, c onnected by a “Cuff St ri n g, ”
used to close the vent in the wrist-band of a shirt .

CUFF STRI N G , S LEEVE STRING (M.) The tie for the shirt sleeve at the wri s t .

C U P O LA COAT (F.) Con t e m p o ra ry name for a Bell Hoop or Pe t t i c o a t . A domed hooped pet-
ticoat distended with whalebone or cane hoops to the fashionable size . “The Cupola-coat all ow s
a ll the fre e d om of motion ... the compass of the coat serves to keep the men at a decent distance
and appro p riate to eve ry lady a spacious verge sacred to herself. ” (, Wh i tehall Evening Po s t .)
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C UT- F I N G ERED GLOV ES (F.) (To mid-lth c.) The tips were cut open. “Half a dozen cut-
f i n g e red glove s . ” ( , E a rl of Thanet Accounts, R e c o rd Office.)

C UT- S T EEL BUTTONS (M.) Buttons of steel, the face chased and polished.

C UT-WIG (M.) A small plain wig without a queue.

D
DA RT A narrow-shaped piece cut out and the edges sewn together to improve the fit of a gar-
m e n t .

D-B Tailor's term for “d o u b l e - b re a s t e d” .

D E ATH'S HEAD BUTTON (M.) A domed button cove red with a thread of metal twist or
m oh a i r, f o rming a pattern of four quart e r s .

D E CO LETAGE (F.) The low neckline of a gow n .

D EM I - CA S TOR (M. and F.) A beaver felt hat made part ly of con ey and there f o re con s i d e re d
i n fe rior to the “ CA S TO R ” .

D EM I - RI DING COAT See “J U S T- AU - CO R P S ”

D ENMARK COCK (M.) A hat with its brim “c o ck e d” i . e . t u rned up high at the back and
l ower in fron t .

D ETAC H A B LE SLEEV ES (F.) Sl e eves tied to arm holes by “p o i n t s ” (ties) and were re m ov a b l e
at will .

D ETTI N G EN COCK (M.) A hat with high equal cock s , f ront and back .

D I C KEY, D I C KY (F.) A woman's under-petticoat.

D I L DO A sausage-shaped curl of a wig.

D I S H A B I LEE (F.) Of foreign inve n t i on , a dress sort of thrown on with a loose ca reless air.

C u t - f i n gered Glove s
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D ITTOS (M.) Te rm denoting a suit of one materi a l .

DOMINO (M. and F.) A cl o a k , u s u a lly black , w o rn with a mask at masquerade s.

DO R M E U S E , DO R M O U S E , F REN C H - N I G HT CAP (F.) An
indoor undress white day cap with a puffed-up crown and edged on
e a ch side with deep falling flaps trimmed with lace and ca ll e d
“w i n g s ” ; p o p u l a rly known as “cheek wra p p e r s ” . These wings curve d
b a ck from the temples, leaving the forehead and front hair exposed.
The crown was trimmed round with a ri b b on . The Dormeuse was
s ometimes tied under the ch i n . In the  's the size gre a t ly
i n c reased and the gable-shape was pro d u c e d .

DOWNY CA LV ES (M.) False ca lves woven into the appro p ri a t e
p a rt of the stockings to produce manly looking ca lve s .

D RAGON'S BLOOD CANE (M.) A fashionable cane made from the frond stems of the
Dra gon Pa l m , a rattan palm from Malay.

D RAW ERS (M.) () An under-garm e n t . (a) Sh o rt ; knee length or trunks cut full and square,
tied in front with ri b b on and pulled in behind by tapes over a short ve n t . (b) Lon g ; a n k l e -
l e n g t h ; s ome passing under the instep. () A term loosely applied to any garment -- such as
b re e ches -- which could be “d ra w n” on .

D RESSING GOWN () MALE : Te rm was ra re in th c. A loose-sleeved wrap re a ching the
g ro u n d , o ften of elabora t e ly patterned silk. Wo rn inform a lly indoors as for bre a k f a s t . ()
F EM A LE : Us u a lly of white cotton or ca m b ric or wool, and ve ry voluminous. A lw ays a bed-
ro om garm e n t .

DUNCE'S CAP (M.) A cone-shaped cap worn by a dunce at sch o o l . Name deri ved form “Du n s
S c o t u s , the Subtle Doctor, ” ca .   .

DUST GOWN (F.) Con t e m p o ra ry term for “ S A F E G UA RD ” . “A kind of Dust Gown or upper
g a rment worn by women com m on ly ca lled a Sa fe - g u a rd . ” (  , Ph i ll i p s , e d . , K e r s ey. )

D UTC H ESS See “K N O T S ” .

D U V I LLI ER WIG (M.) A ve ry long and high dress-wig named after a fames Fre n ch per-
ruquier of the peri o d ; also known as a “Long Du v i ll i e r, ” and as a “Fa l b a l s ” or “Fu rb e l ow ” w i g.

DY ES All were of vegetable origin until  when aniline dyes were intro d u c e d .

D o rm e u s e, nd half  th c.
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E
E A R - RING (M. and F.) Wo rn by women in both ears, while by men in one ear on ly.

E A RT H QUA KE GOWN  (F.) Fo ll owing two earthquakes in Lon d on in March of    a third
was fore ca s t . Some women con s t ructed warm “e a rt h q u a k e” gowns to sit out of doors all night.

E C H ELLES (F.) A stom a cher trimmed down the front with ri b b on bows like the rungs of a
l a d d e r.

EEL S KIN SLEEV ES (F.) A tight-fitting sleeve .

EL B OW CUFF (F.) The turn e d - b a ck cuff of the elbow-length sleeve of a woman's gow n . I t
s p read round the point of the elbow but was ve ry narrow at the bend.

ENA M ELLED BUTTON Ve ry fashionable for men's coats in  ' s .

EN G AGEANTS (F.) Fre n ch term indicating ru f f l e s .

EN G LISH NIGHTG OWN (F.) An unboned gown worn for com f o rt and usually inform a lly.
See “N I G HTG OW N” . “It was four o'cl o ck ... M r s . Damer ... in an English nightgow n . ” (,
Letters of Lady Marv Cok e . )

E QU I PAGE (F.) An “ETU I” or ornamental metal case slung by chain from the waist and con-
taining knife, s c i s s o r s , tw e eze r s , t h i m b l e, e t c .

ES C LAVAGE (F.) Ne cklace composed of seve ral rows of gold chains falling in fe s t o ons over the
b o s om .

ETUI  See “E QU I PAG E ” .

EY ELET S, O I LETS (Oilets was the earlier term.)  Lacing-holes for the passage of lace  cord or
tape to join garments or parts of garm e n t s . These holes were bound with silk or thre a d .
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F
FA L - LALS Any trifling decora t i on to cl o t h e s .

FA LLS (M.) A buttoned flap to the front of the bre e ches and tro u s e r s . “Whole Fa ll s ” was the
name given to a flap extending from one side seam to the other; “ Sm a ll” or “ Split Fa ll s ” was a
n a r row central flap. In each style the flap buttoned up to the front of the waistb a n d .

FALSE CA LV ES See “ CA LV ES ” .

FALSE HIPS (F.) A pair of side hoops producing the exc e s s i ve widening of the petticoat on
e a ch side over the hips. See “ O B LONG HOO P.

FALSE SLEEV ES See “HANGING SLEEV ES ” .

FAN (F. and M.) Rigid until th c. when folding fans became ru l e . The size vari e d . The fan
was essential to a lady's toilet. “It's shake tri u m ph a n t , it's victorious cl a p, it's angry flutter and it's
w a n t on tap ...” (, Soame Jenyn s , The Art of D a n c i n g)  Fans were ca r ried by some Fops in the
late th c.

FAN HOOP (F.) (To   's) A hooped petticoat, p yramidal in shape, but com p ressed front and
b a ck to form a fan shaped stru c t u re over which the petticoat fe ll with a curve up on each side.

FA N TAIL HAT (M. and F.) A hat, the front cocks sloping dow n
t ow a rd the back . The brim behind semicircular in shape and ve rt i ca lly
c o cked resembling an open fan. Fa s h i onable for riding and som e t i m e s
w o rn by women on horseback .

FA N TAIL WIG (M.) The queue of a wig hanging loose in a number
of small curl s .

FAUSSE MONTRE (M) (End of th c.) Fa s h i onable for a man to wear two watch e s , o ft e n
one of them false, being perhaps a snuffbox disguised as a watch .

F E A R N O T HI N G , F E A R N O T HING JAC KET (M.) A jacket resembling a sleeved waistcoat
made of a thick woolen cloth ca lled “Fe a rn o t h i n g” (a stout cloth almost impenetrable to wind
and ra i n . A thick cloth with a long pile). Also ca lled “Fe a rn o u g h t” or “Dre a d n o u g h t” . Wo rn by
s e a f a ring men, s p o rt s m e n , l a b o u rers and appre n t i c e s . “...that J. To s p i ll have cloaths with a
fe a rnothing and stock i n g s . ” (  , S t ok e - b y - Nayland Record s .)

Fa n tail Ha t
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F E AT H ERS () MALE : Wo rn as orn a m e n t s , m a i n ly on hats,
until end of century. C h i e f ly feathers of ostri ch . () FEM A LE :
Us u a lly attached to hats or bon n e t s , but also plumes worn cere-
m on i a lly in the hair. Fe a t h e r s , o s t ri ch , g rebe and others used for
d ress tri m m i n g s , b o a s , m a n t l e s , p e l e ri n e s , mu f fs and fans.

F E AT H ER -TOP WIG (M.) A wig with a toupee made of
fe a t h e r s , u s u a lly drake's or mall a rd ' s . Wo rn by parsons and also
s p o rt s m e n . “Gentlemen's perukes for sporting made of dra k e ' s
t a i l s . ” ( , I p s w i ch Journ a l. )

F ELT (M.) Te rm , when used alon e, i n d i cated a felt hat.

F I LLET M.E. F I LET, F ELET (F.) A hair-net cove ring the
whole head; w o rn at night. “...take a ve ry large fillet which mu s t
be big enough to cover the head...” ( , St ew a rt , P l o cac o s m o s .)

F LA N N ELS (F.) The large flannel gown or wrap worn by bathers at the seaside and at spas.
“Oh! 'Twas pre t ty to see them all put on their flannels, And then take the waters like so many
s p a n i e l s . ” ( , C . An s t ey, The New Bath Gu i d e. )

F LOUNCE (F.) A deep gathered or pleated fri ll used as a trimming to woman's garm e n t s .

F LY CAP  See “B UTT ER F LY CA P” .

F LY- F RINGE (F.) A fringe or cords with knots and bunches of floss silk attach e d . Used to
d e c o rate gow n s .

F LY- F RONT FA S T ENINGS (M.) Ra re ly used in th c. for waistcoats. A device for con c e a l-
ing a row of button fastenings by extending an ove rlap of material over them.

F LY SUIT, F LY- AWAY SUIT (F.) A loose negligee dre s s .

FOB POC KET (M.) A hori zontal pocket in the front waistband of bre e ch e s , u s u a lly one on
e a ch side.

FOB RIBBON (M.) A short ri b b on attached to the watch in the fob-pocket and dangling out-
s i d e, suspending seals and watch - k ey.

FOIL BUTTON Patented . Silk pasted on paper and applied to the underside of a glass
b u t t on , as a foil.

F O REB O DY (M. and F.) The front part of the garment cove ring the ch e s t .

Fe a t h ers worn at a Rout
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F O RETOP (M. and F.) The hair of the head or of a wig immediately above the fore h e a d . A l s o
ca lled “To u p e e” or “To p” .

F RENCH FROCK (M.) Wo rn for full dress and “f u ll tri m m e d” with gold embro i d e red button s .
See “F ROC K ” .

F RENCH HEEL , P O M PA DOUR HEEL (F.) A high heel curving into a narrow base.
“ . . . Her tott'ring form Ill propp'd upon Fre n ch Heels.” (, C owp e r, The Ta s k. )

F RENCH JAC KET  See “PET EN LA I R ” .

F RENCH NIGHT- CAP  See “DO R M E U S E ” .

F RI LL An edging gathered to produce a rippled surf a c e .

F RINGE An ornamental border of pendant threads of various makes. Fringed waistcoats, w i t h
f ringe along the bottom of the fore p a rts --  to .

F RIZZE (F.) Closely curled or crimped hair.

F RI Z Z LE A Fri z z - w i g.

F RI Z Z -WIG (M.) A wig cl o s e ly crimped all ove r.

F ROCK () MALE : (a) A loose sleeved outer garment of course
m a t e rial worn by farm - w o rk e r s , ca rters and drove r s ; ca lled a Sl o p - f ro ck
( Sm o ck - f ro ck ) . (b) From , an “u n d re s s ” coat (except for the
Fre n ch Fro ck) foll owing the changing styles of the body coat alw ays
with a turn e d - d own coll a r. (a) FEM A LE : The word “Fro ck” was used
for a back-fastening gown of thin materi a l . F ROCK COAT (M.)
Se l d om used term .

F ROG An ornamental loopfastening for a coat, used with a frog but-
t on ; associated with “B RA N D EN B U RG S ” .

F ROG BUTTON or OLI V ETTE A spindle-shaped braided button
to pass through frogs for fastening a coat. See “B RA N D EN B U RG S ” .

F RONT A term applied to a forehead fringe of false hair.

F RO N T LET, F RO N T EL , F RO N TAYL (F.) A frontlet was syn onymous with Fo rehead Cloth
or Cro s s cl o t h , a band smeared with cream and bound round the forehead to re m ove wri n k l e s .

F RO U Z E , F RUZ (Early th c.)  A term implying crimped hair or a wig to cover baldness.

Fro c k ,    
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FU LL BOTTO M , FU LL BOTTO M ED W I G , F RENCH W I G
( M . ) ( E a rly th c.) Wo rn on formal occa s i ons and by learned pro fe s-
s i ons on ly. A massive wig with a center parting and close curls fra m i n g
the face, and extending all round on to the shoulders.

FU R B ELOW, ra re ly BELOW (Fre n ch “FA L BA LA”.) (F.) “Plaited or
ruffled trimming for woman's petticoats and sca rve s . ” (, B a i l ey,
D i c t i on a ry.) Fu rb e l ows were flounces of the same material as the gar-
ment or of lace; and were also used for whole gowns and apron s .

G
G A IT ER (M.) A cove ring for the ankle or with it the small of the leg, and spreading out ove r
the upper of the shoe or boot, with a strap passing under the instep. G e n e ra lly buttoned on the
outer side.

G A LLOW S ES (M.) Con t rivance made of cloth and hooks and eye s , w o rn over the shoulders to
keep the bre e ches up. M e n t i oned - , B a i ly, D i c t i o n a ry.

G A LOC H E , G A LAG E , G A LO S S, G A LOSSIAN GALLO S ES, G A LLO S H O ES,
G A LO S H ES, G A LLO TI V ES (M. and F.) In th c. T h ey were most often ca lled “ C LOG S ”
w h i ch see.

G A M BA DO, G A M BA DA , G A M BAGE (M.) (Early th c.) A kind of leather instru m e n t
a t t a ched to the saddle in place of stirru p s . The gambado resembled a large boot open on the
outer side.

G A R M ENT Any clothing for the body. ( “ C o s t u m e” is an  th c. w o rd.) 

G A R N ITU RE “The trimming of a suit with Ribbon s , p recious stones etc., as Garn i t u re of
D i a m on d s '. (  , Ph i ll i p, e d . , K e r s ey. )

G A RT ER (M. and F.) A tie or band to keep the stockings in place on the leg, and placed above
or below the knee. M A LE : Some were like small decora t i ve sca rve s , with fringed ends and tied
in a bow on the outer side of the knee. Others were decora t i ve bands with ornamental buck l e s ,
a lw ays placed below the knee. G a rters might be of wool, w o r s t e d , c rew e l , l i s t , or ri b b on , t a f fe t a ,
n e t , and cyp re s s . F EM A LE : G a rters worn above or below the knee, w e re often ve ry decora t i ve
and sometimes woven with mottos addressed to young men who sought them as tro ph i e s .
“ G reat quantities of silk garters are bought by the ladies with the foll owing motto “N O
S E A RC H . ” (, Ph i l b o rough's C o l ch e s ter Journ a l)

G AU N T LET A glove with a cuff spreading up the wri s t . See “ G LOV ES ” .

Full-Bottom Wi g ,
ca .    

From the Office of the Northwest Territory Alliance Patternmaster      Dictionary #111

Copyright 1997 Northwest Territory Alliance pg 19/49



G ERMAN GOWN See “B RUNSWICK GOW N” .

G I RD LE A cord or band, tied or buck l e d , e n c i rcling the waist. Pri m a ri ly to confine a flow i n g
g a rment at the waist or for suspending venous objects or something pure ly decora t i ve .

G LOV ES () MALE : Either cove ring the hand and ending at the wri s t , or made with spre a d i n g
c u f fs as GAU N T LET GLOV ES. “Gants & l'anglaise” ended at the wri s t , having a short slit on
the back or a narrow turn e d - b a ck cuff sometimes embro i d e re d . M a t e ri a l s : leather (stag, s h e e p,
h o r s e, k i d , s u e d e, d o e ) , satin ve lve t , knitted silk and worsted, v a ri o u s ly coloure d . Also “c o rd ov a n”
( Spanish leather) being soft and ve ry fashion a b l e . () FEM A LE : E l b ow-length gloves close fit-
t i n g, of fine leather or silk, and genera lly white -- sometimes embro i d e red -- were unive r s a l
e xcept with riding habits and with lon g - s l e eved gow n s . See “ C HI C KEN - S KIN G., LI M ER-
ICK G., YORK  TAN G., WOO D S TOCK G.”

G LOVE STRING (F.) Made of ri b b on or horsehair and tied or buckled at the elbow over a
l ong glove . “D i a m ond buckle to the glove stri n g s ” -- for full dre s s . ( , L ady's Maga z i n e.)

G OWN (F.) A term indicating a woman's garm e n t .

G RE ATCOAT (M. and F.) An outdoor ove rc o a t .

G RE ATCOAT DRESS (F.) A dress resembling a gre a t c o a t . Wo rn by day. G RE CQUE (M.) A
s tyle of dressing the hair of a wig. “...cut short before and corned up en brosse ve ry high upon
the top of the head; it's ca lled a-la-gre q u e . . . ” ( J a n . ,  , Lady Sa rah Bunbury to Lady Su s a n
O ' B ri a n , The Life and Letters of L ady Sa rah Lennox .)

H
H A B IT (F.) Gown or suit worn on horseback as Riding Habit.

H A B IT D'ES CA LI ER (F.) A full evening gown with HALF ROBE and short sleeves slit open
f rom below and joined by ri b b on ties resembling the rungs of a ladder.

H A B IT GLOV ES (F.) A lady's riding glove s ; s ome of gray kid, s ome of Yo rk tan; u s u a lly short
and resembling men's.

H A B IT SHI RT (F.) Wo rn as part of a riding outfit; it was a linen garment about ” deep in
f ront and ” b e h i n d , and tied round with tape. A stand collar and ruffled shirt fron t , b u t t on e d
with two button s ; s l e eves fri lled at the wri s t . Wo rn under waistcoat.

HAIR CAP (M. and F.) A tra veling wig.
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HALF BOOTS (M.) A name given to boots re a ching to just below the calf of the leg.

HALF DRESS A term denoting clothes worn at day functions and at informal evening on e s .

HALF HANDKERC HI EF (F.) Half a square of material cut diagon a lly acro s s ; u s u a lly of deco-
ra t i ve materi a l . Wo rn usually on the head or round the neck .

HALF SHI RT (M. and F.) Sometimes ca lled a “ S H A M S ” . “H a l f - s h i rts or shams of. c o u r s e
l i n e n . ” ( , Nu g e n t , Hi s t o ry.)  Half shirts of a course material occa s i on a lly worn by country-
w om e n . Wo rn over a full-length shirt or one that had become soiled.

H A N D KERC HI EF (M. and F.) A square of linen or silk, o ften edged with lace, ca r ried about
the person and used for wiping the face or nose; the more elegant styles being used for display
on ly. “P OC KET HANDKERC HI EF” ( F.) A NECKERC HI EF, A NECK CLO T H . The later
t e rm com m on ly used for the form e r. See “HALF HANDKERC HI EF” .

HANGING SLEEV ES (M. and F. -- continued aca d e m i ca lly.)  (F) These re p resented “LE A D-
ING STRI N G S ” as worn by ch i l d re n , and re m a i n e d , as a sign of yo u t h , for girls and yo u n g
w om e n . “ C a r ry my wedding suits to Mrs. A rnold and tell her she has forgot the hanging sleeve s
to the gow n s . ” (  , S. R i ch a rd s on , The Hi s t o ry of Sir Ch. Gra n d i s o n .)

H A RV EST GLOV ES (M.)  See “H EDG ER'S GLOV ES ” .

HASP (M.) An ornamental “h o ok and eye” fastening for coats instead of button s . “ . . . to appear
. . . without any buttons on their coats, w h i ch they supply with little silver hasps.” (, T h e
S p e c ta t o r. )

H AT (M. and F.) A head cove ring genera lly consisting of a crown and bri m ; a lw ays designed to
magnify the importance of the male head, and to draw attention to it, e m ph a s i z-
ing the social class of the weare r. Women's hats usually designed to attract male
a t t e n t i on .

H AT- BAND (M. and F.) A length of go l d , s i lve r, c o l o u red silk or ri b b on bound
about the base of the crown of a hat as an orn a m e n t .

H AT CAP (F.) A term for day cap worn under the hat. See “U N D ER CA P” .

H ATI RE At t i re .

H AT SCREW (M.) An implement usually of box w o o d , c onsisting of a screw -
s h a ft with a curved hori zontal piece at each end; used to stre t ch the cyl i n d ri ca lly
shaped crown of a beaver hat into an oval to fit the wearer's head. Hat Screw
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HEAD (F.) Often ca lled a T ET E . The shortened term for head-dre s s , g e n e ra lly indicating an
indoor ca p. O ften re fe r red to whole arrangement of the coiffure . “Lo s t , a Head with ve ry fine
looped lace.” (  , The Pro te s tant Merc u ry.)  See “ QUA D RI LLE HEAD”.

HEAD BAND It was supposed to induce sleep when medica t e d . “To promote sleep take com-
m on roses with the white of an egg well beaten ... and make a Head Band or fillet of it.” (  ,
B ra dl ey, Family Dictionary.)

H E A DGEAR (M. and F.) Any form of head cove ri n g.

HEAD SUIT Syn onymous with “H E A D - D RES S ” .

H E A DG ER'S GLOV ES, H EDGING GLOV ES (M.) A countryman's mittens.

HI G H LOWS (M.) Boots re a ching to the calf of the leg and laced in fron t ; made of stout
l e a t h e r. Wo rn in the country and by the unfashion a b l e . “Dressed in Highlow s . ” (  , No rw i ch
M erc u ry. )

HI P - B UTTONS (M.) The pair of buttons at the back of a skirted coat, heading the pleats on
e a ch side of the ve n t ; t h e re is no evidence that these buttons were ever function a l .

HIVE (F.) (To mid-th c.) A high-crow n e d , h i ve-shaped hat of plaited straw with narrow or no
b ri m . “ . . . the hive, the milk-maid's chip hat, w e re rescued for a time from old women and ser-
vant girls to adorn heads of the first fashion . ” (  , The Connoisseur.)

H OOD (M. and F.) A term usually indicating a loose soft cove ring shaped to fit over the head;
w o rn as a separate garment or sometimes attached to an outdoor garment such as a cl o a k , e t c .
See “LONG HOO D, PUG HOO D ” .

H OO KS AND EY ES Made of iron hammered flat; o ften of copper, s ometimes tinned. See also
“H A S P” .

H OOP or HOOP PETTI COAT (F.) An under-petticoat vari o u s ly distended with ca n e, w i re,
or whalebone hoops. For the diffe rent shapes see “B ELL HOO P” or “ C U P O LA COAT, FA N
H OO P, O B LO N G ” or “ S QUA RE HOO P, P OC KET HOO P” .

HORN BUTTO N . A button of moulded horn .

H O RSE-SHOE CAP (F.) A small day cap with long lappets.

HOSE (F.) Hose means stock i n g s .
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I

I N C H ERING Measuring a person in inches for making a garm e n t .
“P d . for Inch o ring the girls d . ” ( , Walthamstow Record s. )

INDIAN NIGHTG OW N , INDIAN GOWN (M.,and F.) ()
Syn onym for “BA N YA N” . () Te rm occa s i on a lly used for a wom a n ' s
negligee attire .

I RISH POLO NAISE (F.) A day gown with a close fitting low,
s q u a re-cut bodice fastened close down the front and fitting behind.
The bodice had an over-petticoat pleated to it, this ove r - p e t t i c o a t
being bunched up behind and open in fron t . The petticoat was worn
s h o rt . This style of polonaise was also ca lled Italian, Fre n ch or
Tu rk i s h .

ITA LIAN HEEL (F.) A small peg-
top heel with slender waist placing
the heel forw a rd under the shoe with
wedge extension under the instep.
The heel was made of wood cove re d

with kid of a colour diffe rent from that of the shoe, g e n e ra lly
white or cre a m .

ITA LIAN NIGHTG OW N , ITA LIAN ROBE (F.) A day dress of a semiformal nature . Se e
“N I G HTG OW N” . The bodice, with low neck and elbow sleeve s , was boned and joined to a
l ong over-petticoat open in front  The petticoat was of a colour diffe rent from the rest of the
gow n . The over-petticoat could be hitched up like a polonaise by “loops to two small buttons on
the hips,” or by running strings in the lining which were fixed to the hem emerging at the waist
with a large tassel at each hip, “by which they draw up the robe to dance country dances.”

ITA LIAN POLO NAISE (F.) Syn onymous with “ITA LIAN NIGHTG OWN or RO B E ” .

Indian Nightgo w n ,   

I talian He el ,     - 
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J
JACK BOOT (M.) A boot made of hard leather and worn for ri d i n g. () Heavy Jack Boots of
“bend leather “ i.e. h a rdened by boiling or by applica t i on of pitch paint. (  Light Jack boots
w e re of softer leather and sometimes laced or buttoned on the outer side. The front of the boot
extended above the knee, the back being scooped out to all ow for the bending of the knee. ()
Half Jack boots. See “J OC KEY BOO T S ” .

JAC KET () MALE : T h roughout the th c~ the jacket was the main body garment “in use
a m ong country people.” (  , Philips) and also worn by laboure r s , a p p re n t i c e s , s e a f a re r s , p o s t i l-
l i ons and sport s m e n ; thus becoming a symbol of social infe ri o ri ty; in the th c. () FEM A LE :
The woman's jacket was an altern a t i ve kind of bodice, being then an essential part of the gow n .

JA M B EE CANE (M.) A knotty bamboo walking-stick , then fashion a b l e . (  's and  ' s . )

JA S EY, JA Z EY (M.) A wig made of Jersey yarn .

J EMMY BOOTS (M.) Light riding boots; a smart form of Jock ey Boots. J EMMY FROCK A
s m a rt fro ck . “The jemmy fro ck with plate button s . ” (  , The Connoisseur. ” )

J OAN (F.) Sometimes ca lled the “ Quaker Cap, ” a close fitting indoor cap shaped like a baby's
b on n e t , tied under the chin and trimmed round the face with a fri ll of muslin or lace. ( C a .   -
 . )

J OC KEY BOO T S, HALF JACK BOOTS (M.) A boot ending below the knee with turn e d
d own top of a softer and lighter coloured leather. Pu lled on by leather or string loops on each side.

J OC KEY CAP (M.) A peaked cap of black ve lve t .

J OC KEY SLEEVE (M.) A close-fitting sleeve with small cuff.

J O S EPH (F.) A green riding coat.

J U M P, J U M PE , J U M P - COAT (F.) Us u a lly in the plural as “J u m p s ” ; a loose unboned bodice
w o rn instead of stays for com f o rt or during pre g n a n cy. “Bought my wife a new pair of jumps
instead of stays . ” ( , M a rchant Diary.)

J U S T- AU- CO R P S, J U S TACO R P S, JUST I CO, J U S TACO R, C H ES TI CO RE , J U S T E
() MALE : A close fitting coat worn over a waistcoat. “His justancorps brac'd to his body tight.”
(  , E l s b o b, H e a rne Collecteana.)  () FEM A LE : A riding coat made with short basques and
o ften ca lled a “D e m i - riding coat” .
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K
KA LL , KELLE (F.) A woman's “ CAU L ” .

KEM ES, KEM I S E , KEMSE (F.) See “ C H EM I S E ” .

KEV EN HU LLER COCK (M.) See “KEV EN-
HU LLER HAT” .

KEV EN HU LLER HAT (M.) A large felt cocked hat,
the front brim cocked high, f o rming a peak. “A laced hat
p i n ched into what our Beaux have lean't to ca ll the
KEV EN HU LLER COC K . ” (, The Bri t i s h
M a ga z i n e.)  ('s to  ' s . )

KI RT LE (F.) Ap a rt from poetic use “k i rt l e” was applied to a short jack e t .

KI S S I N G - S T RI N G S, B RI D LES (F.) St rings for tying the cap or coif
under the ch i n .

K N EE BAND (M.) The band closing the bre e ches below the knee.

K N EE BREE C H ES (M.) Bre e ches closed below the knee, the norm a l
leg-wear in the th century.

K N EE BUCKLE (M.) Buckles securing the bre e ches kneeband below the
k n e e .

K N EE PIECE (M.) The top port i on of “B OOT HOO S E ” .

K N EE STRING (M.) The ties for drawing in of bre e ches below the knee.

KNOT (F.) A ri b b on bow for decorating the head or gow n . Feather knots were also used.
“B reast knot” w o rn at the bre a s t . “ Suit of knots,” a set of bows for gown and sometimes also for
the head. “Top Knot,” a large bow or bunch of ri b b on loops worn on the top of the head usually
k n own as a “Pom p on” in fashionable circl e s .

K eve n h u l l er Ha t

Kissing Stri n gs 
o f M o b.
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L
LACE () A tie for fastening or pulling together opposite edges, as for boots stays , e t c . () Bra i d
used for tri m m i n g. () An openw o rk trimming on many pattern s .

LAC ED () Tightened or closed with cord or tape, e t c . () Trimmed with braid or lace.

LA PEL The turn e d - b a ck upper part of the front of a coat or waistcoat.

LA P PETS (F.) Pendants from an indoor head-dre s s , hanging at the side or behind, and made
either plain or trimmed with lace.

LATC H ET A strap to fasten a shoe or cl o g.

LEADING STRINGS (Children) Long narrow strips of materi a l
f o rming sham “hanging sleeve s ” a t t a ched to the back of the arm -
holes and used to con t rol the ch i l d . See “HANGING SLEEV ES ” .

LEV ITE GOW N , LEV ETT ES (F.) An open ro b e, o ften of linen,
in which the back of the bodice appeared pointed although con t i n u-
ous with the ove rp e t t i c o a t ; the bodice often closed by cro s s - s t ra p s .
Wo rn with or without apron . D ay wear.

LI M ERICK GLOV ES (F.) Long or short ; made of ve ry fine
l e a t h e r, said to be made from the skins of unborn lambs.

LIST The border or selvage cl o t h ; s t rips of selv a g e, joined together
w e re used to make slippers.

LONG HOOD (F.) A soft hood made like the “P U G ” o r
“ S H O RT HOO D ” . But the port i on surrounding the face was con-
tinued into two long strips for tying under the chin or for swathing
round the neck .

LONG POC KET (M.) A ve rt i cal pocket in a coat or ove rc o a t . “...the two sorts of pockets --
the long pocket with a plain or indented flap -- the cross pocket with the round or the tre f o i l
s ca llop flap. ” (, J ohn Harri s , Treatise upon the Modes. )

LOO MASK (F.) A half-mask cove ring the upper part of the face on ly. See “M A S K ” .

L e ading Stri n gs
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M
M ACA RONI CRAVAT (M.) A muslin cravat edged with lace and tied in a bow under the ch i n .
( ' s . )

M ACA RONI SUIT (M.) Introduced by “ t ra veling yo u n g
m e n” b a ck from Italy who founded the Maca roni Club in 

but the special style of suit did not develop until the  ' s ;
c om p rising a coat som ewhat short and tight; “their coat sleeve s
w e re so tight they can with difficulty get their arms thro u g h
their cuffs ... their legs are cove red with all the colours of the
ra i n b ow. Their shoes are sca rce slippers and their buckles are
within one inch of their toes.” ( , The Town and Country
M a ga z i n e.)  T h ey favoured a ve ry small cocked hat and
a t t a ched a ve ry large nosegay of flowers to the left shoulder.

MAJOR WIG (M.) A military style of wig worn by civilians; a
wig with a toupee and two cork s c rew curls tied together at the
nape form a double queue behind. “The two locks of my major
Pe r ri w i g” (   J. H a w h e s w o rt h , The Adve n tu re.) “His peru k e
w h i ch is natura lly a kind of flowing Bob, but by the occa s i on a l
a d d i t i on of two tails it sometimes appears as a major. ” (  ,
The Connoisseur.)  See BRI G A D I ER W I G .

M A LACCA CANE A cane made from the “cl o u d e d” or mottled stem of a
M a l a c ca palm; also ca lled a “ C LO U D ED CA N E ” .

MANT (F.) Sh o rt for “M A N TO, M ATUA” .

M A N T EEL (F.) A sca rf-like cape with long ends in front and usually a
f a lling hood behind ('s to   ' s . )

M A N T ELET, M A N T LER (F.) “M a n t l e t , a small cloak worn by wom e n . ”
(, B a i l ey, D i c t i o n a ry. )

M A N T LE , M A N TIL (O.E.) MEN T EL (M. and F.) A long voluminous
cloak-like outer garment re a ching to the feet and made without a hood. ()
A large wrap for infants in arm s . “The uppermost garment that nurses wrap up young infants in
b e f o re they coat them.” ( , Dyche and Pa rd on , D i c t i o n a ry. )

M aca roni Suit

Major Wi g
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M A N TUA , M AT E AU, M A N TO, M ATO N , M A N TUA GOWN (F.) A loose gown the
bodice unbon e d , joined to an ove r s k i rt which had a long train behind and was open in fron t
exposing a decora t i ve petticoat. It was worn on all social or formal occa s i on s . “A long tra i l i n g
mantua sweeps the gro u n d . ” ( , J. G ay, Triv i a .) (To mid-c.)

M A N TUA HOSE Knitted silk stockings made at Mantua.

M A N TUA MAKER (M. and F.) A “mantua tailor” or dre s s m a k e r.

M A N TUA WOMAN (F.) A mantua dre s s m a k e r.

M A RI N ER'S CUFF (M.) A small round cuff crossed in front by a
ve rt i cal flap often sca ll o p e d , with  or  b u t t ons matching those on
the coat.

M A RY CA P, M A RY QU EEN OF SCOTS CA P, M A RIE STUA RT CAP (F.) (  's to
 's) An indoor cap curved up on each side above the forehead with a central V-shaped dip;
made of black cyp ress or gauze and edged with Fre n ch beads. “As the cap made of black gauze
and saved washing; it had too mu ch housew i fe ry in it ever to be emmense taste.” (, L o n d o n
C h ro n i c l e.)

M A S K , W H O LE MASK (F. o c ca s i on a lly M.) A cove ring for the face to which it was shaped
and pierced opposite the eye s , nose and mouth. The lighter masks had, at the mouth, a bead
w h i ch was held by the wearer in the mouth. Masks were worn to conceal identity, to protect the
skin from the sun, wind and rain when ri d i n g, and by ladies at the theatre . “V I ZA RD ” o r
“V I ZA RD MASK” was a whole mask; “LOO - M A S K ” was a half-mask.

M E C K LEN B U RG CAP (F.) ( 's) A “ t u rbin ro ll” w o rn as an indoor cap dating from the
m a r riage of Charlotte of Mecklenburg to George III.

M EDICI CO LLA R, M EDICIS (F.) A collar genera lly of net or lace, sloping down to nothing
on the front of the bodice. “A broad medicis of Dresden lace.” (,
Sir N. Wra x a ll , Memoirs of the Court of B erl i n. )

M I LITA RY FOLDING HAT See “ O PERA HAT” .

M I LITA RY STOCK (M.) Wo rn by civilians. A made-up neck cl o t h
s t i f fened with pasteboard and tied or buckled behind. White in colour;
c om m on ly made of corded silk edged with kid.

MILKMAID HAT See “B ERG ERE HAT”

M ITT (F.)  An abbrev i a t i on of “M ITT EN , ” a fingerless glove .

M a ri n er's Cuff, ca .  

Medici Collar,    
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M ITT EN , M ETT EY N , M YTA N , M ETING () M. and F.) A glove with a
single bag for fingers and one for the thumb. The palm was sometimes slit
h o ri zon t a lly, to all ow the fingers to pro t rude without having to re m ove the
m i t t e n . Us u a lly worn by countrymen for warm t h . () FEM A LE : Mitten of
e l b ow-length and the fingers emerged together through one opening cove re d
a l ong the back by a pro l on g a t i on of the mitten into a pointed flap which usual-
ly had a decora t i ve lining, visible when the flap was turned back . These mit-
tens were made of kid, c o t t on , silk or -- in plainer styles -- worsted.

MOB CAP (F.) A white indoor cap of ca m b ric or muslin with puffed caul and
f ri lled bord e r. Until    b onnet-shaped with side lappets hanging loose or
tied under the chin and ca lled “KISSING STRI N G S ” or “B RI D LES ” . A ft e r
   u s u a lly not tied and fitting loosely over the head, the fri lled border sur-
mounted by a ri b b on band. The size vari e d , being ve ry large in the  ' s .

M O D ES TY PIECE (F.) A strip of lace or lace edged linen pinned to the corset in front to
c over the “pit of the bosom” in a low décoll e t a g e .

M O N T ERO, M O U N T ERA , M O U N T ERE , M O U N TIE CAP (M.) A peaked cap with flaps
w h i ch could be let down each side and tied or buttoned under the ch i n .

M O N T- LA - H AUT Same as the “ CO M M O D E ” .

M O P PE A doll dressed in the latest fashion .

MORNING GOWN (M.) A long loose coat tied at the waist with a sash or girdle and worn
indoors as a form of negligee. See “N I G HTG OW N , D RES S I N G - G OW N” and “BA N YA N , ”
a ll functioning similarly.

M O T H ER - O F - PEARL BUTTONS (M. and F.) La r g e ; used on surface orn a m e n t s , ca .  -
  .

MOUCHE (F. , o c ca s i on a lly M.) A black patch worn as an ornament on the face. Se e
“PATC H ES ” .

MOURNING BAND (M.) The mourning arm - b a n d , of black cloth worn round the left upper
a rm ; a military mode. The width of the band regulated by the re l a t i onship of the deceased.
T h ree to four inches not unusual.

MOURNING GLOV ES Black kid, w o rn by all at funerals and by the bere a ved subsequently for
v a rying peri o d s .

MOURNING HANDKERC HI EF (M. and F.) See “H A N D KERC HI EF” .

M i t te n
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MOURNING KNOT (M.) A bunch of black ri b b on attached to an armlet worn on the left
a rm . “Officers to wear ... a mourning knot on the left arm . ” (  , B ritish Ap o l l o.)

MOURNING SCARF Of arm o zeen or lawn, up to  / y a rds lon g ; g i ve n , with hat-bands, t o
the principal mourners at a funera l .

M O U S TAC H E , M U S TAC H E , M U S TAC HI O, M O U C H A DO, M U S TAGE Ve ry seldom
w o rn in th century.

M U C KI N D ER, M U C KEN D ER, M U C KIT ER, M U C KI N G ER () A child's bib. () A hand-
k e rchief for wiping the nose and eye s .

MUFF (M. and F.) A cove ring for both hands as pro t e c t i on against cold, though also used as an
elegant accessory. Tubular or flat, v a rying gre a t ly in size ; made of fur, fe a t h e r s , elegant materi a l s ,
and padded within. Women's muff and tippet were usually made to match .

M U F F ET EES (M. and F.) () Sm a ll wrist mu f fs made in pairs, w o rn for warmth or to pro t e c t
the wrists ruffles when playing ca rd s . () Sm a ll mu f fs closed at one end and worn over the hands
for warm t h ; s ome with a separate com p a rtment for the thumb. “Pray by my mother a pair of
b l a ck silk Fre n ch mu ftee for the hands they must be with thumbs in them.” (, Pu ref oy
L e t ter s. )

MUFF STRING The ri b b on suspending the muff from the neck ; o c ca-
s i on a lly used.

M U LES, M O I LES, M OY LES, M OW LES (F.) “A slipper without heel-
piece or quart e r. ”

N
NA P KIN CAP (M.) A plain night-cap or house-cap to cover the bald head when the wig was
re m ove d . “He then took off his bag (i.e. w i g ) , coat and waistcoat ... and after some trouble put
on a napkin-ca p. ” (, H . Walpole Letter s. )

N E C KAT EE An unusual term for a neck e rch i e f.

N E C KC LOTH (M.) A general term for any kind of cravat or neckwear swathed round the neck
as distinct from a coll a r.

M u l e s
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N E C KERC HI EF, N E C KERC H ER, N E C K - KERC HI EF. Sometimes KERC HI EF.
( Ne ck e rcher' in provincial use on ly in th c. and for ch i l d ren.) Any square or strip of linen or
other material folded round the neck .

NECK HANDKERC HI EF (M.) Syn onym for “ C RAVAT” . “To buy Cravats or Ne ck -
H a n d k e rch i e fs . ” ( , St e e l e, The Specta t o r. )

N E C KI N G ER (F.) A corrupt form of “N E C KERC H ER. N E G LI G EE , N E G LI G EE (M. a n d
F.) A term used for informal attire .

N I G HT- CA P, S KU LL CAP (M. and F.) MALE : () A form of skull cap with close upturn e d
b rim often decora t i ve ; ve ry com m on ; w o rn indoors for com f o rt to the chin and worn in bed.

N I G HT- CAP WIG (M.) A bob wig with ro ll curls circling the back of the head from cheek to
ch e e k .

O
O I LETS The early term for eyelets or lacing holes.

O LIVE BUTTON A long oval button cove red with silk.

O LI V ETTE An olive-shaped button of a “B RA N D EN-
B U RG ” . See also “F ROG BUTTO N” .

O PERA HAT (M.) A small flat cocked hat made for ca r ryi n g
under the arm and also ca lled a “ C H A PE AU BRA S ” .

O R PH REY, O R F REY, O R F RAY, O R F RI ES, O R PH RI EI S
Na r row strips of any kind of embro i d e ry such as orph reys of
b l u e, re d , and gre e n , also plain ve lve t .

O UT- COAT (M.) An ove rcoat for outdoor wear.

OV ERCOAT (M., and from  , F.) A coat worn out of doors over an indoor suit. Se e
“ G RE ATCOAT” .

O blong Hoop Shap e
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P

PA LISADE (F.) (To  .) A wire frame for supporting the high fontange coiffure . See also
“ CO M M O D E ” .

PA LLATINE (F.) A sable shoulder wrap or tippet. ( Fre n ch.) 

PA N I ER The Fre n ch name of the side hoops or “FALSE HI P S ” . The word was not used in
England in the th century.

PA N I ER ANGLAIS The Fre n ch name for the Hoop petticoat; a term ra re ly used in England.

PA PI LLO TTE (M. and F.) A screw of paper used to make a curl of hair.

PEIGNOIR (F.) A loose wrapper of light material worn as a day negligee or informal morn i n g
w e a r. “ She ... let down her peignoir from her shoulders.” ( Se p t . ,  , Gentleman's and London
M a ga z i n e. )

PELERINE (F.) ( on.) A short cape with long pendant ends in front worn crossed over the
b o s om , passed round the waist, to be tied behind. C om m on ly made of ca m b ric or mu s l i n , o ft e n
e m b ro i d e red or trimmed with lace.

PELI S S E , PELLICE (F.) An outdoor garm e n t . A thre e - q u a rter length cloak with Sh o u l d e r -
cape or hood and armhole slits. Lined and trimmed with silk, satin or fur. “A pellice of ri ch bro-
cade lined with sables.” (, L e t ters of L ady M. Wo rt l ey Monta g u. )

PERD ITA CHEMISE (F.) ( .) A day dress with a close fitting bodice a V neck and a deep
f a lling coll a r, single or double. The gown closed in front from bosom to hem by buttons or ri b-
b on ties, and long tight sleeves buttoned at the wri s t . A broad sash at the waist tied behind and
f l owing down the back of the skirt .

PERWIG See “W I G ” . PERU KE See “W I G ” .

PET EN LAIR PET- EN - L ' A I R, F REN C H
JAC KET (F.) (  to  's) (Som ewhat earl i-
er in France.)  A thigh-length or som e t i m e s
knee-length jacket -- bodice with sac-back ,
s h o rt elbow sleeves and often a stom a ch e r
f ron t . Wo rn with a plain petticoat. “I n s p i rd
by thee, the skilful engineer Lopp'd half the
s a ck and form'd the pet-en-l'air. ” ( , The Gentleman's Maga z i n e, “H ymn to Fa s h i on . ” )

Pe te n l a i r,    -  Front and Bac k
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PETTI COAT (F.) Some ca lled an under-petticoat (meaning undergarm e n t ) . O ften infe ri o r
m a t e rial and tied to the body by laces (“p o i n t s ” ) . U n d e rpetticoats of ca m b ric or flannel and nar-
row, w o rn under the hoops when used. Sometimes ca lled a “D I C KEY” .

PE WT ER BUTTONS A com m on kind of coat-button worn by the working cl a s s e s .

PH Y S I CAL WIG (M.) Wo rn by the learned pro fe s s i on s , re p l a c-
ing the full - b o t t omed wig. It resembled a large form of Long Bob
swept back from the forehead with or without a center part i n g, a n d
standing out in a “b u s h” round the back of the head, o ften hanging
b e l ow the nape of the neck . “What wags ca ll a lion or a pom p ey. ”
( , Gentleman's Maga z i n e. )

PI EDMONT GOW N , ROBE A LA PI EM O N T ESE (F. )
( .) A vari a t i on of the Sa ck - b a ck gow n , in which the box -
pleats were detached from the back of the bodice so as to
f o rm a bridge from the shoulders to the hips where the
pleats again merged into the ove r s k i rt . See next page.

PI ERROT (F.) ( 's -  's.) A close-fitting low - n e ck e d
j a ck e tbodice with short basques. G e n e ra lly worn with a
flounced matching petticoat; for day wear.

PI G E O N -W I N G ED TO U PEE (M.) (  ' s - 's.) A toupee
with one or two stiff hori zontal ro ll curls projecting above the
e a r s , with the foretop and sides smooth and plain. Wo rn with
v a rious queue. See “A I LE - D E - PI G E O N” .

PI GTAIL WIG (M.) A wig with a lon g
queue spira lly bound or interw oven with
b l a ck ri b b on and genera lly tied above and
b e l ow with black ri b b on bow s .

PINCHBECK BUTTON (From  .) An all oy of copper and zinc,
i nvented by Chri s t o pher Pi n ch b e ck , ca .   . M u ch used to simu l a t e
m o re expensive gilt button s .

P h y s i cal Wi g

Piedmont Gown

P i ge o n - Wi n ged To u p e e,   

P i g tail Wi g ,    
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PI N N ER (F.) The lappets of an indoor ca p, the lappets being often pinned up. In the latter por-
t i on of the th c. the lappets were often om i t t e d , the pinner being a flat circular cap with a fri ll .

PINS With the heads hammered on round the end of the shank. PI PES (M.) Sm a ll ro lls of
p i p e cl ay used, when heated, for tightening the curls of wigs.

P LAC KET (F.) A short opening or slit near the top of a woman's petticoat.

P LAT ED BUTTONS (M.) The term usually denoted silver-plaited as distinct from go l d - p l a i t-
e d , k n own as “g i l t” . Until ca .    the surface of silver was obtained by “Fre n ch plating” ; later by
“ Sheffield plating” . Ve ry fashionable for men's coats.

P LU M PERS (F.) Ve ry thin, round and light balls of cork to plump out and fill up the cavities of
the ch e e k s . “M r s . B u t t on who wears cork plumpers in each cheek and never haza rds more than
six words for fear of shewing them.” ( , M r s . C ow l ey, The Belle's Stra ta ge m. )

P OC KET (M. and F.) () MALE : Po ckets introduced into bre e ches (end of  th c.); into coats
( e a rly th c.); p rotected by flaps (from   ) ; and into waistcoat (th c. on ) . See named vari-
e t i e s : “B REAST P. , C ROSS P. , FOB P. , ” and “LONG P. ” () FEM A LE : A separate art i cle in
the form of a small flat bag or a pair of such bags attached together by a tape. “I keep in my
p o ck e t , ty'ed about my middle next to my smock (ch e m i s e ) . ” (  , J. Sw i ft , M r s . H a r ri s
Pe t i t i on.)  These pock e t s , tied on round the waist under the gown or petticoat, w e re re a ch e d
t h rough the placket holes. The pockets were fre q u e n t ly ornamented with coloured needl ew o rk
p a t t e rn s .

P OC KET HANDKERC HI EF (M. and F.) See “H A N D KERC HI EF” .

P OC KET HOOP (F.) (ca .   's.) Rev i ved l ' s . “Hoops of the smallest size, c om m on ly ca ll e d
Po ck e t - H o o p s , ” w e re mentioned in the re g u l a t i ons at Bath Assembly Room s , and again when
the size of hoops was beginning to be re d u c e d . U n d ress fashion for July, : “Light brow n
night gowns and coats (i.e. petticoats) with small pocket hoops ... “ (The Lady's Maga z i n e. )

P O LO NA I S E , P O LO N ESE (F. and M.) () A gown with an over-petticoat bunched up behind
and com p l e t e ly uncove ring the under-petticoat which was
ankle-length or sometimes tra i n e d . () A small hooded
cloak --  ' s . () MALE : A “Po l onese Fro ck” w o rn by gen-
tlemen --.

P O M PA DOUR See “P O M P O N” .

P O M PA DOUR HEEL , F RENCH HEEL (F.) (  's -
 's.) A slender heel, waisted and curving to a small base.

Po m p adour He el ,   -
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P O M PAY  See “PH Y S I CAL W I G ” .

POMPON (F.) ('s -  's.) An ornament for the hair or ca p. “T h e
o rnament worn by ladies in the middle of the fore p a rt of their headdre s s .
Their figure s , s i ze and com p o s i t i on are various such as butterf lys , fe a t h e r s ,
t i n s e l , c o ck s c om b, l a c e, e t c . ” (, The London Maga z i n e.)  Also ri b b on .
The word was short for “Pom p a d o u r, ” w h i ch was sometimes used.

P O RTM A N TUA See “ C LOAK BAG ” .

P OW D ERING JAC KET, G OWN or DRESS (M.) A loose wra p - over coat, ankle length, o r
s h o rter when the term “j a ck e t” was used, w o rn to protect the clothes while the wig was being
p owd e re d .

PUDDING SLEEV ES, P U D D LE SLEEVE (M.) A large
loose sleeve, e s p e c i a lly of a cl e r gyman's gow n . “About each
a rm a pudding sleeve . ” ( J. Sw i ft , “Baucis and Ph i l e m on . ” )
“R e c d . for altering a puddle sleeve gown into a master sleeve
. . . ” (  , D omestic bill s , Suffolk Record Of f i c e. )

PUG HOOD (F.) The same as “ S H O RT HOO D, ” of a
s o ft limp hood made with pleats radiating from a centra l
point at the back of the head. With or without a ca p e .
Us u a lly black with a coloured lining turned back to fra m e
the face; tied under the chin with ri b b on matching the lin-
ing when pre s e n t . See “LONG HOO D ” .

P U LTN EY CAP (F.) (Mainly  's) A day indoor cap wired up in two curves with a dip in the
center over the fore - h e a d . Two short lappets behind option a l .

P U RSE (F.) The knitted “s t o cking purse” was popular.

Po m p o n ,   

Pug Ho o d, e a rly 8th centu ry

Stocking Pu r s e,  th c.
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Q
QUA D RI LLE HEAD (F.) (Late th c.) “The ladies now wear the lappets to their gauze heads
( i . e . caps) worked with aces of spades, h e a rt s , d i a m onds and cl u b s , and ca ll them Qu a d ri ll e
H e a d s . ” (No rth Hampton Merc u ry.)

QUA KER HAT  See “J OA N” .

QUA KER HAT (M.) A cocked hat with a fairly tall crown and an
open cock .

QUA RT ERED CAP (M.) Wo rn by boys , a cap with flat circ u l a r
c row n , the material divided into segments; on a stiff headband with or
without a small vizo r. “B oys Satin Qu a rter' d Caps.  ( Ad ve r. ,   ,
No rw i ch Merc u ry. )

QUEUE (M.) The pendant tail of a wig or hair.

QU I LT ED PETTI COAT (F.) ca .  -  . Ra re before or aft e r. Wo rn as part of a gown hav-
ing an ove rpetticoat when the petticoat was exposed in fron t .

QU I LTING  Runnings made in any material three fold in thick n e s s , i . e . the outer or right side
of good materi a l , the under often of wadding, and the third a lining. The running made diago-
n a lly to form diamonds or a fanciful design, ve ry com m on in the th c.”

QUIZZING GLASS  A mon o cle dangling from a neck ch a i n . QU O I F, QUAFE   See “ CO I F” .

R
RA M I LLI ES WIG (M.) Wo rn by officers of the Gu a rds and those civilians
a f fecting a military air. A wig with a long queue diminishing in size, of plaited
hair tied with black ri b b on bows above and below or sometimes on ly below.
From l  the plait was sometimes turned up and bound by a ri b b on tie at the
nap of the neck or looped up high and secured by a comb to the back of the wig.

RA N ELAGH MOB (F.) ( 's.) A gauze or mignionet handkerchief folded
d i a gon a lly, w o rn over the head, the points behind; tied under the ch i n , the tw o
ends then turned back and pinned behind and all owed to hang down the neck .
Copied from the silk handkerch i e fs which mark e t - w omen tied over their ears.

Qu a k er Ha t

Ramillies Wig
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RATT LES NA KE TI P PET (F.) (l )  Made “of fine blond flow e r s . ” ( , L ady's Maga z i n e. )

RE A DY-MADE CLO T H ES (M.) Su i t s , ready made, for the working classes were being adve r-
tised by mid-century. “Mens and boys ready made broad and narrow Cloth Cloathes, Ra t t e e n
and Fri eze Suits ... Fustian Cloaths of all sort s , E ve rlasting Waistcoats and Bre e ch e s , Ve lvet and
Shag Waistcoats and Bre e ch e s , Russia Drab Fro cks of all size s , Fe a rnought and Duffle Coats
and Waistcoats ...” (  , Ad ve rt . , No rw i ch Merc u ry, M ay  . )

REV ERS  Te rm meaning the turn e d - b a ck edge of coat, waistcoat or bodice.

RI BA N D, RIBBON A narrow band of silk or decora t i ve materi a l .

RIDING BOOTS   See “J OC KEY BOO T S ” .

RIDING HABIT (F.) Consisted of coat and waistcoat modeled on
the male garments together with a petticoat, made without a tra i n ,
until l  when a train was added.

RIDING HOOP (F.) (  's.) A small hoop sometimes worn on
h o r s e b a ck . “Riding habits £:: Riding Hoop - petty - coats, tw o
 / - . ” (  , B l u n d ell's Diary and Letter s. )

ROBE (F.) A ra re term in th c. e xcept for a Fre n ch style dre s s .

ROBE A L'ANGLAISE (F.) ( 's) A sack - b a ck gown with pleats
s ewn down as far as the waist.

RO B I N , ROBINGS (F.) Broad flat trimmings round the neck and down the front of the bodice,
and sometimes down the borders of an open over-petticoat to the hem.

RO LL-UP BREE C H ES (M.) Bre e ches worn with ro ll-up stockings and there f o re buttoned and
not buckled at the knee. (To mid-c.)

RO LLU P S, RO LLERS, RO LL-UP STOC KI N G S, RO LLING STOC KINGS or HOSE
(M.) Long stockings drawn up over the knee of the knee-bre e ches and then turned over in a
b road flat ro ll . (To mid-c.)

ROQU ELAU RE , ROC U LO, ROCC ELO, ROC K LO (M.) A knee-length cloak with a single
or double ca p e c o ll a r, and buttoned down the fron t ; a back vent for wearing on horseback . “Lo s t ,
blue Cloak or Roculo with brass button s . ” (, Boston News Letter. )

RO U LETT ES See “PI PES ” and “B I L B OQU ET S ” .

Riding Ha b i t ,   
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ROUND DRESS (F.) A term indicating a bodice joined to the petticoat, the latter closed all
round (i.e. not open in front to expose underpetticoat.)  Occa s i on a lly made with a slight tra i n .

RO U N D - E A RED CAP (F.) ('s on)  Occa s i on a lly ca lled a “ CO I F” . A white indoor ca p
c u rved round the face to the level of the ears or below. The front border with a single or double
f ri ll genera lly with a small ruffle and “p i n ch” in the center. The back of the cap shall ow exposing
mu ch of the back hair. Side lappets, o p t i onal and single or double, a t t a ched to the lower bord e r s

of the front fri ll s . Single lappets were often pinned up to the
c rown or loosely tied under the ch i n , a style com m on with
d om e s t i c s .

From ca .   the fri ll at the sides widened and was starch e d ,
and later wired so as to stand out from the face as “v a s t
w i n k e r s ” . At the same time the top of the cap was narrow e d
with a small V-shaped pleat in the center -- “a pinched ca p” .
Lappets became less usual. M a t e ri a l s : ca m b ri c , l a c e, g a u ze,
n e t , o ften with a bright silk lining. Trimming of ri b b on s ,
feathers or small artificial flow e r s .

RU F F LED SHI RT (M.) A shirt with a go f fe red fri ll down the bre a s t . The fri ll , w h i ch pro j e c t e d
f o rw a rd , v a ried in width up to three inch e s .

RU F F LES () FEM A LE : Deep flounces of lace ca m b ri c , w o rn with elbow-length sleeve s . O ft e n
multiple and sca ll o p e d . () MALE : The term was applied to the fri lled front of men's shirt s .

RU M P, RU M P - FU R B ELOW, FALSE RUMP (F.) A stuffed pad worn as a bustle, ve ry prom i-
nent in  's and  's but later worn ve ry small . See “ CORK RU M P” .

RUNNING CLO T H ES (M.) The clothing worn by a Running Fo o t m a n . “Francis Robinson ,
running footman... running clothes ... d ra w e r s , s t o ck i n g s , p u m p s , ca p, sash and petticoat bre e ch-
e s . ” (  , Wa g e s , Duke of Somerset's Se rv a n t s , Gentleman's Maga z i n e l x i . )

R o u n d - E a red Cap s
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S
S AC , S AC K , S ACQUE (F.) (  - .) Originating in France and there worn earl i e r. T h e

essential fe a t u re in the Sa ck was the “ Sa ck - b a ck” c onsisting of two box -
p l e a t s , s i n g l e, double or tre b l e, s t i t ched down on each of the back seam
f rom the neckband to the shoulders and thence let loose to merge into
f u llness of the petticoat below. From   - the gown fe ll loose all
a ro u n d , s ometimes confined by a girdl e . From  the bodice was
shaped to the figure in fron t . From    the petticoat was open in fron t
revealing a decora t i ve underp e t t i c o a t , being part of the gown and not an
u n d e r - g a rm e n t . “ St om a ch e r s ” with open bodices were com m on thro u g h-
o u t . From  's the box-pleats were sometimes sewn down to the waist
as in the “ROBE A L'ANGLA I RE ” or cut loose as in the “ROBE A LA
PI EM O N T ES E ” .

S A F E G UA RD, S E G G A RD (F.) ( -  ) () An ove rpetticoat worn
when tra veling on horseback or ri d i n g, to protect from dirt or cold. O c ca -
s i on a lly in the form of a large apron . Us u a lly worn with a cl o a k . () (M.)
A coloured stuff apron , also pro t e c t i ve ; w o rn by bakers, e t c . ()”A safe -

g u a rd , a sort of swathing band for a young ch i l d . ” (  , Phillip's Wo rld of Wo rd s, e d . J. K e r s ey.) 

SASH (M. and F.) A band or sca rf of soft materi a l , the ends tied but not buckled or otherw i s e
f a s t e n e d ; w o rn round the waist or over the shoulder for ornamental purp o s e . Sashes were worn
by men with negligee. See “B U RDA S H” . Women wore the sash with dre s s e s .

S CA LLOP An ornamental border indented with segments of a circle so as to resemble the edge
of a sca llop shell .

S CARF (M. and F.) A narrow strip of material worn over the shoulders.

S C RATCH BOB or SCRATCH WIG (M.) ( on.) A bob wig
s ometimes with one curl , c ove ring on ly the back part of the head, t h e
n a t u ral hair being brushed up over it in fron t . “The on e - c u rled Scra t ch . ”
(, The Oxford Sau s a ge. )

S E G G A RD See “ S A F E G UA RD ” .

S ELVAGE The edge of material so woven as to prevent unra ve ll i n g.

S ER PENT or DRAGON (F.) A long hanging lock of hair ro lled back
u p on itself. “These serpents or dra go ons are seldom worn but at Court
b a lls or by actresses on the stage.” ( , B i ck h a m , The Ladie's To i l e t. )

Sac - B ac k , ca . 

S erp e n t ,    
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SHADE (F.) A tra n s p a re n cy of net or gauze or lace worn to “s h a d e” the bosom of a ve ry low -
n e cked bodice. The Shade sometimes had a small attached ruff (a circular collar of ca m b ri c ,
lawn or suchlike material) at the neck .

SHAMS See “H A L F - S HI RT” .

S H AVING HAT (M.) (Early century) A hat made of finely plaited wood-shavings instead of
s t ra w. “E l i zabeth Robinson , Shaving Hatmaker. ” (  , London Gazette. )

S H AWL (F.) A term used from nd half of century  A square or oblong wrap to cover the
shoulders and upper part of the body, made in various sizes and materi a l s . Used ch i e f ly as an
indoor accessory. Made of wool, s i l k , or cotton in mixture or plain; the design wove n , p rinted or
e m b ro i d e re d .

S H ELL (F.) Lo o s e ly knotted curl of hair forming a bow.

S HI FT (F.) The name gra d u a lly replacing the older “s m o ck” for the under-garm e n t . Wo rn next
to the skin; of hom e s p u n , linen or cotton . See “ C H EM I S E ” .

S HI RT (M.) Man's undermost garment worn nest to the skin; of hom e s p u n , linen or cotton . A
n e ckband appeared in the th c. and an upright collar in the t h . Side vents added in the  t h
and from then on such parts of the shirt as were exposed to view became vari o u s ly decora t e d
with embro i d e ry, p l e a t i n g, f ri lls and lace.

SHOE (M. and F.) A cove ring for the foot; u s u a lly a leather sole and leather fabric upper, t h e
shape varying according to function and fashion .

S H O E - B U C K LE (M. and F.) (To   .) A METAL BUCKLE rectangular or oval in shape,
a t t a ched to the front of the upper to hold the shoe in place; b e c oming highly ornamental and
large ca .  . “Fo rm e rly indeed, the buckle was a sort of machine intended to keep on the shoe;
but the case is now quite reve r s e d , and the shoe is of no eart h ly use but to keep on the buck l e . ”
(, R. B. Sh e ri d e n , A Trip to Sca r b o ro u g h. )

S H O E - S T RINGS Ties for securing shoes; the strings com m on ly ri b b on .

S H O RT HOOD See “PUG HOO D ” .

S H O RT SPATT ERDA S H ER These were worn by ru s t i c s . T h ey re a ched a little above the
a n k l e s ; ca lled also “H a l f - G a i t e r s ” . B u t t oned on the outer side, with strap passing under foot.
Had an extension over the foot.

S H O U L D ER HEADS, S H O U L D ER STRAPS (F.) St raps passing over the shoulders and
c onnecting the back to the front of a woman's gow n .
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S H O U L D ER KNOT (M.) A bunch of ri b b on s , c o rd or lace sometimes bejew e ll e d , w o rn as an
o rnament on the right shoulder. Pa rt of live ry and “a knight of the shoulder knot' meant a foot-
m a n .

S KI RT (M.) That part of a man's coat or fro ck below the waist; v a rying gre a t ly in length accord-
ing to the fashion .

S KU LL CAP (M.) A round-topped hat or flat cap fitting the head; w o rn as a “N I G HT- CA P” .

S LA M M ER KIN or T RO LLO PE (F.) (ca .  -  .) A loose unboned morning gown with a
t rained sack - b a ck and a short petticoat. As negligee it could be worn without a hoop.

S LEEV ED WA I S TCOAT See “WA I S TCOAT” .

S LEEV ED STRING See “CUFF STRI N G ” .

S LIP (F.) A term used for a kind of corset-cove r. “M r s . La w s on's loose slip altered and made fit
to the new stays . ” (  , The Lawson Family Domestic Accounts. )

S LI P PER (M. and F.) The word SHOE was fre q u e n t ly used for slipper. Name of a light form of
l ow shoe easily slipped on and off.

S LIP-SHOE (M.) (To mid-c.) A mule with a flat heel. The term “s l i p - s h o d” when coined ca .
   meant a wearing of slip shoes in which the wearer had to walk with a shuffling step.

S LOP (M.) Name applied to labourer's Sm o ck . “We a ring a lightcoloured Coat, a Waistcoat and
a Slop betwixt them and a pair of leather bre e ch e s . ” (, No rw i ch Merc u ry. )

S LOP HOSE (M.) Sailor's bre e ch e s . “A sort of widekneed bre e ches worn by seamen.” ( ,
B a i l ey's Dictionary.)

S LOUCH HAT  (M. and F.) A hat with a flopping or uncocked bri m .

S M A LLC LO T H ES (M.) A euphemism for bre e ch e s .

S M A LL FA LL S, S P LIT FA LLS See “FA LL S ” .

S M OCK An g l o - Sa xon ter. ( F.) A woman's undermost garment worn next the skin. Sl i g h t ly
b e ll-shaped until  when the ruffled border ceased to be visible. L i n e n , ca m b ri c , h o ll a n d s ,
o c ca s i on a lly silk; for the poorer classes usually lock e ra m . See “ S HI FT” . (M.) A loose gown of
h omespun or cotton about knee-length; s ome with a “sailor coll a r” ; s ome made with a yok e .
G e n e ra lly smocked or gauged in front in various patterns associated with loca l i ty. Wo rn by agri-
c u l t u ral laboure r s .
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S NAIL BUTTON A cove red button trimmed with Fre n ch knots. Used on men's coats and
w a i s t c o a t s .

S OC KS (M. and F.) A short stock i n g. O ften worn with boot hose.

S O LITA I RE (M.) ('s to  's) A black ri b b on worn over the stock and usually with a bag
w i g. A broad solitaire was draped round the neck and either tied in a bow under the chin or
t u cked into the shirt - f ron t , or pinned into place, or loosely knotted and all owed to dangle. A
n a r row solitaire was worn close and tied in a stiff bow in fron t .

S PAIR A term used for any ve rt i cal slit in a garm e n t .

S PA N G LES (M. and F.) Sm a ll discs of shining metal used as a trimming on coats and wom e n ' s
f a n s .

S PATT ERDA S H ES (M.) Leggings of leather, ca nv a s , cloth or cotton , g e n e ra lly re a ching above
the knee and laced, b u ckled or buttoned down the outer side. Sometimes had an extension ove r
the foot and a stirrup beneath. “A sort of light boot without soles.” ( , B a i l ey's Dictionary. )

S PEN C ER WIG (M.) A kind of wig worn in the first half of century  Sometimes re fe r red to
s i m p ly as a “ Sp e n c e r” .

S PIT BOOTS (M.) A boot combining shoes and gaiter, closed down the outer side by a seri e s
of interl o cking fastenings, the last of which , at the ankle, was in the form of a sharp iron “s p i t” o r
spike which was inserted into an iron sock e t . “A pair of spit-boots.” (  , N . B l u n d ell's Diary. )

S P LIT FA LL S, S M A LL FA LLS See “FA LL S ” .

S P RING BOOTS (M.) (.) Made with a whalebone spring inside the back seam to ch e ck
wri n k l i n g.

S QUA RE (F.) The panel of embro i d e red linen or ca m b ric forming the breast of a woman's shift .

S QUA RE HOOP See “ O B LONG HOO P” .

S TALK BUTTON A button with the shank made of ca t g u t .

S TA RCH First used in England in   ' s . It was sometimes coloured ye ll ow or blue, o t h e r
colours were used abro a d .

S TAY HOOK or CROC H ET (F.) A small hook attached to the front of the stays from which
was hung the watch . T h ey were often decora t i ve . “ Si lver stay hooks with fine ston e s . ” ( ,
B o s t on Gazette.) T h ey were sometimes known as “B reast Hook s ” . “Gold and stone sett Bre a s t
H o oks ...” (, Boston News Letter. )
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S TAYS The earlier name for “ CO RS ET S ” .

S T EI N KIRK (M. and F.) (To ' s , then  ' ) A long cra v a t
g e n e ra lly edged with lace, l o o s e ly knotted under the chin and the
ends either threaded through a buttonhole of the coat or pinned to
one side, or sometimes left dangling. A fashion and name deri ve d
f rom the battle of St e i n k i rk , Au g u s t ,   . Women wore the
St e i n k i rk with a riding habit.

S TOCK (M.) (ca .  ) A high
made-up neck cloth often of linen or
ca m b ri c , s t i f fened with a frame of
p a s t e b o a rd and buckled or tied
b e h i n d . The black military stock was
o ften adopted by the foppish civilians.

S TOCK BUCKLE (M.) The buckle fastening the stock at the
b a ck of the neck . Although often concealed by the queue or the
wig the buckle was often orn a m e n t a l , being plated, or of go l d , s i l-
ver or pinch b e ck worked on plain, or set with jewels (real or
s h a m ) .

S TOC KINGS (M. and F.) A close-fitting cove ring for the foot
and leg. The materials and colours vari e d ; w o o l , c o t t on , t h re a d
and silk, plain or embro i d e re d . See “ C LOC K ” .

S TO M AC H ER (F.) A long ornate panel forming the fron t
of an open low - n e cked bodice. The stom a cher descended to
a sharp or rounded point at the waist and the upper hori zon-
tal border formed the limit of the décoll e t a g e .

S TUD (M.) (Mid-c. on.) A button on a short neck with a
b road base, used to fasten parts of a garment together by
i n s e rting it through com p l e m e n t a ry eyelet holes. Its on ly use
was occa s i on a lly to secure the shirt sleeve at the wri s t .

S U IT, S UTE (M. and F.) Te rm genera lly denoting a com-
plete set of clothes made of one material thro u g h o u t .
(Wedding clothes of the Prince of Wales  ) : “Dressed in a
suit of ri ch silk.” (Read's Weekly Journ a l. )

S U IT OF KNOTS See “K N O T S ” .

S ta y s .

S te i n k i rk , ca .  

S t o m ach er

From the Office of the Northwest Territory Alliance Patternmaster      Dictionary #111

Copyright 1997 Northwest Territory Alliance pg 43/49



S U IT OF NIGHT- C LO T H ES (M.) A colloquial expre s s i on denoting the night-cap and night
s h i rt . “Whip a suit of Night-Clothes into your pocket and lets march off. ” (  , C o ll ey Gibber,
She Would and She Wou'd No t .)

S U LTANE (F.) ('s and 's.) A gown with short robing and a stom a cher and a plain back .
Wo rn for tra ve l i n g. “My lady will tra vel in her sultane, I suppose.” ( , J. G ay, The Distre s s ' d
Wi f e. )

S U RTO UT (M.) Mainly from ca . . A long loose ove rcoat with one or more spreading coll a r
ca lled “ca p e s ” . Also ca lled a “W RA P - RA S CA L ” . ( F.) A caped ove rc o a t . “Mrs Cholmeley ' s
s u rtout lapell e d , high stand-up ve lvet coll a r, and three sca lloped capes of fine mixt beave r, ve lve t
s l e eve s . ” (, C h o l m el ey Pap ers at Bra n s b y. )

S WA D LING BA N D S, S W E AT H - BANDS Long bandages for wrapping round the body and
limbs of an infant, giving it the appearance of a mu m m y. The infant usually remained thus swad-
dled until it was weaned. “Bought a Blanket and Swader for her ch i l d . ” (, E s s ex Record s. )
Am ong the upper classes swaddling was being replaced by “Long Clothes” e a rly in the century

T
TAC KOV ER (M.) The ove rlap of the pleat at the top of the back vent of the skirted coat.

T ENNIS SHOES ( th c. on.) Shoes with soft leather soles “Foor sooling of syxe paire of
s h o oys with fitys to playe in at tennys . ” (  , Wa rd robe Accounts. He n ry V I I I. )

T ERES A , T H ERESE (F.) ( 's -  's.) A light gauze sca rf worn on the head, s ometimes tied
over the indoor ca p.

T ETE DE MOUTON (F.) (- .) A head of false curls worn “c u rled all over behind or tete
de mouton . ” ( , Plococosmos.)  “We have imitations of it that will do as well ; both sides of a
f a s h i onable head are now curled out to the best advantage, ” ( , Weekly Reg i s ter. )

TI P PET (F.) A short shoulder-ca p e .

TO I LET, TW I LLET (F.) A loose wrapper worn while having their hair dre s s e d .

TOP See “TO U PEE ” .

TOP BOOTS ( 's on.) Name for “J OC KEY BOO T S ” .

TOP BUTTON A button of which the face alone was gilded. When the under-surface was also
gilded it was known as an ALL - OV ER.
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TOP COAT, G RE AT- COAT (M.) Te rm which tended to be used for any form of coat worn
over the regular coat when out of doors. G RE AT- COAT implied a garment of heavy materi a l
suitable for tra ve ll i n g ; TOP COAT indicated materi a l , suitable for walking.

TOP KNOT  See “K N O T” .

TO U PEE , TO U PET, F O RETO P, TOP (M.) ( on.) The ro ll back from the forehead of the
hair of a wig; p revious to  the wig had a centre - p a rt i n g.

TOW ER, TOUR (F.) (To  .) False curls added to the front hair up above the fore h e a d ; a
c o i f f u re genera lly worn with the FONTA N G E .

T RAIN or TAIL (M. and F.) An elon g a t i on of the bottom of a gown at the back so that it
t railed over the gro u n d . A “d e m i - t ra i n” was a short train produced by having the back of a gow n
made longer than the fron t .

T RO LLO PEE See “ S LA M M ER KI N” . “I did not wear one of their tro llop-ing sack s . ” ( ,
Du chess of Qu e e n b u ry. )

T RO LLY CAP (F.) (  's on.) An indoor cap trimmed with tro lly lace.

T RO U S ERS, T ROW S ERS (M.) A garment enclosing the legs and extending from waist to
a n k l e s . Its “l e g s ” not shaped but varying in the degree of looseness. ()  to end of C. ( M . )
Trowsers widelegged, ending just below ca l f, made with a narrow belt buttoned in fron t ; a fron t
opening buttoned but without a fly cove ri n g. Wo rn by the lower orders in town or country and
by sailors. “A sea-faring man in ... l ong tro u s e r s . ” (, Sa l i s b u ry Journ a l.) Also, o c ca s i on a lly,
though ra re ly, w o rn by country Sq u i re s . “In his best trowsers he appears, And clean white dra w-
e r s . ” ( C . , Wm . Som e rv i ll e, The Officious Messenger.)  Bre e ch e s , h ow eve r, was the general ru l e
for all cl a s s e s .

TU C KER (F.) A white edging, u s u a lly fri ll e d , of lace, l a w n , muslin or soft materi a l , to a low
n e cked bodice.

TU R BAN (F.) (From  's) A head-dress of material folded round the head or made up in that
d e s i g n . Wo rn for dress or undre s s .

TU R KEY GOW EN (M.) Tu rkish in origin and identical with the long Hungarian coat with
l ong narrow sleeve s ; the gown loose, or fastened down the front with loops or buckles and stra p s .
This was re g a rded as the principal “l ay ” gown and later adopted by Pu ritan ministers who
re g a rded the voluminous gow n - s l e eves worn by the establishment as savoring of Po p e ry.

TYE (M.) A wig with a tied-back queue.
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U
U M B RELLA (M. and F.) Of oiled silk or linen, the ribs of whalebone or ca n e, the shape of the
c over being pagoda-shaped or dom e d . R e g a rded essentially an art i cle for women on ly, its use by
men being con s i d e red as effe m i n a t e . C o l onel Wo l fe in Pa ris Ob s e rved in   : “The people here
use umbre llas ... I wonder that a practice so usefull is not introduced into England.” Ac t u a lly
J onas Hanw ay had ve n t u red to do so ca .   .

U M B RELLA ROBE A long ove r - g a rm e n t . “Paid for an Umbre lla robe to be used in wet
weather at funera l s . ” ( , E s s ex Record s. )

U N D ER CAP (F.) An indoor cap worn under an outdoor hat or bon n e t . Ap p roximated the coif
f o rm .

U N D RESS or COMMON DRESS (M. and F.) A term indicating uncere m onial attire such as
w o rn for eve ryd ay purp o s e s , e s p e c i a lly morning dre s s

U P PER GARMENT (M.) The extra outer garment which distinguished the gentleman from
his infe ri o r s . No gentleman would consider himself pro p e rly dre s s e d , out of doors unless he was
w e a ring either an “upper garm e n t” -- cl o a k , ca s s o ck or gown -- or was ca r rying a sword .
Without such a garm e n t , he was “in querp” ( u n d re s s e d ) . Traces of this symbolism surv i ved to the
end of the  th century The Vi c t o rian gentlemen in Town had to ca r ry a stick (re p resenting his
w e a p on) unless he was wearing his topcoat. The Lower Orders were assumed to have neither.

V
VA N DY KE (F.) (  's on.) () A term denoting a dentate bord e r, either in lace or materi a l , e d g-
ing a garm e n t , or an actual ruff itself. “ C i rcling round her ivory neck , Frizzle out the smart
Va n d y k e ; Like the ruff that here t o f o re, Good Queen Bess maidens wore” (  , Francis Fa w k e s ,
O d e s.) () A lace-bord e red handkerch i e f. “This art i cle has been lately rev i ved and ca lled a van-
d yck . ” (, London Maga z i n e. )

VA N DYCK DRESS (M.) A fashion for being painted in a costume resembling that of the
Va n d yck peri o d . “I am drawn in the Va n d yck dress ... s l e eves and breast slashed.” ( , D i a ry of
Silas Nev i l l e. )

V EIL (F.) A piece of tra n s p a rent material such as net, lace or gauze worn with outdoor bon n e t
or hat and arranged to cover part or the whole of the face, or sometimes draped behind as a form
of tri m m i n g ; and then often large and white or black .
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V ENT A term for a ve rt i cal slit up, u s u a lly from the hem of a garm e n t , s u ch as coat, s h i rt , e t c .
and made for conve n i e n c e .

V EST (M. and F.) A term used for an under-waistcoat worn for warm t h . V I ZA RD A whole
m a s k . See “M A S K ” .

W
WA I S T BAND (M.) The band of material attached to the top of bre e ch e s , t ro u s e r s , e t c . At the
c e n t re of the back was a short vent with lacing holes on each side for lacing acro s s .

WA I S TCOAT MALE : An underc o a t , at first cut on similar lines to the coat, but without hip-
b u t t ons and pleats, the sleeves being disca rded from ca .    though occa s i on a lly worn by the
e l d e rly until ca .   . B e c oming shorter ca .   the front skirts were mere flaps which disap-
p e a red by   . F EM A LE : (   on.) Cut on the same lines as the male garment and worn with
the Riding Habit, or as a fill-in for an open bodice, when the waistcoat was sometimes show n
having sewn-in front panels on ly.

WA RD ROBE  () A ro om in which clothes were kept. () ( th C. on.) The clothes belon g i n g
to a particular person .

W EDDING GART ER (F.) This was genera lly blue, the colour associated with the Vi r g i n
M a ry, but sometimes white or re d . The Bride's garters were tro phies eagerly sought for.
Fragments of them were then worn in the young men's hats.

Wa i s t c o a t , S l e eve d,   - 
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W EDDING GLOV ES White gloves were distributed among the wedding guests.

W EEPERS (M.) Muslin arm - b a n d s . “M o u rners clap bits of muslin on their sleeves and these
a re ca lled weepers.” (, O. G o l d s m i t h , The Citizen of the Wo rl d. )

W H A LEBONE () The ivory of the walrus was often meant. () The horny substance from the
upper jaw of the whale.

W HISK (F.) (th c. on.) A broad falling collar genera lly trimmed with broad lace.

W HITT LE (F.) (th c. on.) A large white fringed shawl usually of Welsh flannel, w o rn by
c o u n t ry w om e n , e s p e c i a lly by a mother ca r rying a baby. “A lying-in's expensive too, In cra dl e s ,
whittles ...” ( ca . , W. Som e rv i ll e, The Yeomen of K e n t .)

W H O LE FA LLS  See “FA LL S ” .

W I G , PERI W I G , PERU KE (M.) An artificial cove ring of hair for the head. For named vari-
eties see: “A DO N I S, BAG -W I G , B O B, B RI G A D I ER, CA M PA I G N E , CATOG A N , CAU LI-
F LOW ER, CAXO N , C LU B, C U E - PERU KE , C UT-W I G , D U V I LLER, M A J O R,
PI G E O N -W I N G ED, PI GTA I L , RA N I LLES, S C RATC H , TO U PEE , TY E ” . Wigs were ve ry
mu ch worn in the th century -- how eve r, men in enlisted service wore their own hair, as did
most individuals of their cl a s s .

WOO D S TOCK GLOV ES (M. and F.) “Riding gloves made of fawn skin; got them at
Wo o d s t o ck where they are famous for making them.” (, L e t ters of M r s . G o o d m a n .) ,

W RA P PER (F.) A term used for a woman's bedro om negligee which might also be worn in bed.
“My Lady genera lly was in Bed with nothing on but a loose Gown or Wra p p e r. ” (, R e p o rt of
the An n e s l ey Cau s e; evidence of the maid. The London Magazine and Monthly Chro n o l o ger.)  “Fi n e
t h i ck printed Cotton ... to make two wrappers for my mother. ” (, Pu ref oy Letter s. )

W RA P PING GOWN (To   's) (F.) A term applied to a
gown having a bodice with a wra p - over front continuous with
the upper part of the petticoat.

W RA P - RA S CAL (M.) (From  .) A loose form of Gre a t
C o a t . G e n e ra lly made of heavy materi a l s .

Wrapping Gown, -
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X Y Z
ZONE (F.) ( 's and  's) A fill-in for an open bodice of a gow n , the shape varying accord i n g
to the shape of the exposed gap.
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O a k e s , A l m a , and Hill , M a r got Hamilton , Ru ral Costu m e. Its Origin and Development in We s tern
E u rope and the British Isles,    , Van No s t rand Reinhold Co. , N . Y. , b i b. , f o o t n o t e s , i n d e x , a p p e n-
d i x , g l o s s a ry,  p.

Zo n e, l a te  th c.
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