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Happy New Year!  2009 

Dear re-enactor friends, 
 
    Another season is coming to a close, and we have had some interesting times, from 85 degrees and 
snow on the ground in October in Bourbonnais, Illinois while filming for the Weather Channel, to the 
Biblical rainfall that we had at Cantigny earlier this year.  I hope everyone survived and had a great 
time throughout the year. I want to thank each and every one of you who helped me in my first year as 
Commander. I hope the following year 2009 is just as rewarding for you as it has been for me. We will 
be taking nominations for a new commander in the next year, if anyone else is interested. My intentions 
are to run for Commander for 2010 and 2011 if you will have me again.      
    As I write this, Thanksgiving and Christmas are just around the corner, and I personally wish all of 
you the very best of holidays and a prosperous New Year. With your help we can keep the Alliance as 
the Premier Re-enacting Group in the Midwest. 
    Again---GOD BLESS all of you and I will see you in the New Year 
    Say a prayer for all of our Troops as well. 
 

Your Humble Servant 
Bart T. Durbin  
 

Holidays at the Hearth 

Recipes submitted by Marilyn 

Hess 

 

WARM CRANBERRY WASSAIL 

Makes 14 6 oz servings. 

 

Ingredients: 

1 64 oz. bottle Ocean Spray Cran-

berry Juice 

2 1/2 cups apple juice 

1/4 sugar (optional) 

3 3-inch cinnamon sticks 

1 tsp. whole allspice 

1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg 

Orange slices and whole  

cloves for garnish. 

  

Combine all in saucepan except 

garnish and heat to boiling.  Re-

duce heat and simmer 10 minutes. 

Strain punch to remove spices 

Place in heat proof bowl  and  

garnish. 
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Commander: 
Bart Durbin 

645 S. McKinley Avenue 
Kankakee, IL 60901 

Phone: (815) 936-9169 
Email:Iam4FnI@aol.com 

Deputy Commander: 
Tim Hess 

247 Juniper Court 
Streamwood, IL 60107 

Phone: (630) 483-0450 
Email: grex111@core.net 

Adjutant: 
Angela Potter 

8811 West 102nd Street 
Palos Hills, IL 60465 

Phone: (708) 598-5552 
Email: nwtadj@msn.com 

Paymaster: 
Andrea Studzinski 

309 N. Park Boulevard 
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 

Phone: (630) 942-0670 
Email:andreastudzinski@sbcglobal.net 

Scribe: 
Kayte Ossler 

285 Churchill Street 
Aurora, IL 60504 

Phone: (630) 851-8378 
Email: kayteossler@netzero.net 

NWTA National Officers’ Contact Information 

 
SMALL TAX EXEMPT  

ORGANIZATIONS NOW REQUIRED 

TO FILE AN ANNUAL REPORT  

WITH THE IRS 

 

In 2006 Congress passed the Pension Protec-

tion Act of 2006. Among other measures, this 

act requires all small organizations (Tax Ex-

empt organizations with less than $25,000.00 

in gross revenues) to file an Annual Report 

electronically, IRS Form 990EZ. This report is 

due on the 15th day of the 5th month following 

the organizations year-end. For the NWTA the 

report is due March 15 of each year commenc-

ing March 15, 2009 (for Fiscal Year-end Octo-

ber 31, 2008). 

 

Some NWTA units have tax exempt status and 

should have received notification from the IRS 

that the Unit is required to file, annually, an 

IRS Form 990EZ OR 990-N. If your unit has 

tax exempt status and you have not received 

such a notification from the IRS you can get 

information concerning this at 

http://www.irs.gov/charities/

article/0,,id=161145,00.html. 

 Did you Know? 
  

When baking in camp, what is the temperature of 

the dutch oven?  

You can gauge the temperature by holding your 

hand over the coals on top of the oven. 

  

Yank away immediately 400 

  

Hold it there an instant  350 

  

Any longer is a slow oven 

 

Submitted by Marilyn Hess 

   Looking for Correct Eyewear? 

  

Recommended: Dr. Stanley Steiner of Replica Eye-

wear in Marion, IN. 

He is a registered optician and serves the reenac-

tors.  He has the spectacles and the knowledge to do it 

right.   

They are expensive but worth every penny especially 

for bifocals. 

You can reach him at 765-664-6848. 

 

Hazel Dickfoss and Marilyn Hess 
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The NWTA Coat of Arms 

[Edited by Linnea Bass, based on articles 

published in the October 1980 and  July 

1994 issues of the NWTA Courier]  

 
The NWTA Coat-of-Arms was granted 
through the diligent efforts of Larry 
Snodgrass, Grenadier Co'y. 42d. Regiment 
of Foot (RHR), c. l974-76. It was his appli-
cation and his funds which obtained this 
sanc-tion. (Monies were required to accrue 
the Official Seals affixed to the original 
document.) 
 
We are indeed honored, in that at the time 
of its issuance, The American College of 
Heraldry had never granted Armorial Bear-
ings to a military or quasi-military organi-
zation. To our knowledge none have been 
granted since.  

The original text and description follows: 

 
"Be it by these Presents known that a petition hath been submitted unto representatives of the Election Council pray-
ing that The North-West Territory Alliance, Chartered by the State of Illinois, be elected as a Corporate Fellow of 
The American College of Heraldry and that suitable and appropriate Armorial Bearings be devised and appointed by 
Grant. The Council, acting under the authority of the Board of Governors, duly sur-veyed the petition and deemed 
the Corporation to be eminently qualified for election.  It is, therefore, with plea-sure that We recognize the Body as 
a Corporate Fellow and do hereby grant Armorial Bearings to wit: 
 
Quarterly 1. Argent, issuant from a tuft of grass, a pine tree Vert between, in pale two scrolls Or, fimbriated and 

inscribed respectively "LIBERTY TREE" and "AN APPEAL TO HEAVEN" Sable;   2. Gules the cypher 
above the Roman numeral III Or and ensigned with a Royal Crown Proper;   3.  Azure, a fleur-de-lis Or;  4. Azure, a 
bear rampant reguardant, incensed and barry of Gules and Argent, grasping in the dexter paw a sword Or;  over all a 
fillet cross Or.  Above the Shield is placed a Helmet with a Mantling Gules doubled Argent, and on a Wreath Ar-
gent and Gules is set for Crest, an eagle's head erased Argent, armed Or, and in an Escrol above the same this Motto 
"Vi Et Armis" [By Force and Arms], and in an Escrol below the Shield this Motto "That Others May Learn" and set 
thereupon for Supporters, to the dexter an eagle and to the sinister a lion Or.  For a badge, a torteau charged with an 
eagle's head erased Argent, armed Or, all within a belt Azure, buckled, embellished and inscribed "By Force and 
Arms" Or. 
 
The sole uses of said Arms are restricted to the Corporation which will hereafter exercise singular and exclusive 
rights and title through the Chief Executive. In testimony thereof, this  Grant of Arms hath executed and the Presi-
dent hath hereunto set his hand and seal and hath affixed the seal of The College before Almighty God and this 
company of Armigers." 

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Second in a series of articles on the 

NWTA’s organizational history 
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Announcement: Seeking Candidates for NWTA Commander 

 
The Nominating Committee (Jane Whiteside, Alex Farkas, Connie VandePolder, and Tim Hess) is 
seeking candidates to run in the fall 2009 election for Commander of the NWTA.  The position is 
open to any member in good standing. Interested candidates should download and complete the 

form available online and mail to Jane Whiteside, 8417 Adbeth, Woodridge, IL  60517; or answer 
the questions in an e-mail directed to j-whiteside@comcast.net.  Interested parties requiring a hard 

copy may contact Jane Whiteside or the Courier Editor.   

Deadline is March 1 

Word Search 
 

Submitted by Elizabeth Malone, Hamilton's Coy 
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Rowenna Hamper, Editor 

1385 West Allen Street A4 

Bloomington, IN 47403 

E-mail: nwtacourier@yahoo.com 
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Holidays at the Hearth,  

continued 

PUMPKIN PUDDING 

  

Combine 2 cups cooked mashed pumpkin and 3 ta-

blespoons butter. Mix well.  Add 3 eggs and 1 cup 

sugar or 3/4 cup honey, 1/3 cup milk, 1/2 teaspoon 

salt, 1 teaspoon 

cinnamon, and 1/2 teaspoon nutmeg.  Mix Well.  Add 

1 teaspoon vanilla. Pour into greased baking dish. 

  
Preheat dutch oven for a few minutes, place trivet in 
bottom, and then pudding. Put coals on lid, and have 
a 1/4 turn revolution every every 15 minutes.  Bake 1 
1/2 to 2 hours. Lift lid to let steam out  
 

 

Happy  Eating! 

Order of Merit Medals: Order of Merit Medals: Order of Merit Medals: Order of Merit Medals: 

Available for summer Available for summer Available for summer Available for summer 

2009!2009!2009!2009!    
 

Place your order now to have your medal 
available for presentation at the Grand En-
campment or another event.  Medals will 
cost $12.00 each.  The order form may be 
found at http://www.nwta.com under 
“Resources”.  Please contact me if you 
have any questions or to e-mail a form di-
rectly to you. 
 
Jane Whiteside, j-whiteside@comcast.net 

From the Patternmaster:  
Are you doing sewing projects before the reenacting 

season gets underway? 
Check out the Patternmaster section on the NWTA 

website under Resources. 


