
U n i f o rm Sp e c i f i ca tions   #201
B RITISH ROYAL WA RRA NT/ EARLY AMERI CAN (1775 - Se p t . 1 7 7 8 )

Pre p a red by William W. B u rke and Linnea Bass

N O T E: Footnotes which appear inside the period at the end of a sentence re fer to that sentence
on ly. Footnotes outside the period re fer to the previous para g ra ph or group of sentences.

TA I LO RI N G :
U n i f o rms were tailored to fit the individual (Cuth. p. 5 0 ) .

BUTTO N S :
A ll buttons were white metal (RW p. 1 7 4 ; Cuth p. 53) with the number of the re g i m e n t

on the button (RW p. 1 7 2 ) . A ll button s / b u t t onholes on the coat were laced (RW p. 1 7 4 ) .

B REE C H ES :
B re e ches were made of linen or cloth [wool] (Si m e s , , C u t h . p. 5 5 ) .
B re e ches are worn low, with the waistband on the hips. T h ey are laced at the rear of the

w a i s tband for fitting. The seat Is cut FU LL and gathered on the waistband to all ow bending and
sitting com f o rt a b ly. The front should fit smoothly without any extra full n e s s . The legs should fit as
cl o s e ly as possible without being tight. ( Si m e s , C u t h . p. 5 3 )

The waistband is fastened at the front with three buttons (Cuth. p. 5 4 ) . The fall is fas-
tened with one button at each corner (Cuth. p. 5 4 ) . If there is also a middle button h o l e, it is but-
t oned to the lowest of the three walstband button s . T h e re is also a slit [watch] pocket in the ri g h t
f ront side of the waistband (Cuth. p. 5 4 ) .

The legs are cut so that the knee band rides below the knee in fron t , but rises to the top of
the calf in back (Cuth. p. 5 3 ) . C u t h b e rt s on re c ommends 4 buttons on the leg and 1 on the knee
b a n d . Si m e s , re c ommends 4 buttons and a buck l e .

WA I S TCOAT:
The waistcoat should fit snugly across the stom a ch and ch e s t . The neck opening should fit

s m o o t h ly, and come up to the shirt collar seam. The bottom waistcoat button should be loca t e d
d i re c t ly over the lowest of the three waistband buttons on the bre e ches (Si m e s ) .

The triangular opening formed by the “s k i rt” f a lling away from the bottom button should
be about seven or eight inches on each side. The back vent should be left open to the bottom of
the bre e ches waistb a n d . The tops of the side vents should be even with the top of the back ve n t .
The bottom of the waistcoat should be para llel to the ground (Si m e s , ) .

The front is closed with 10, 1 1 , or 12 small [5/8”] buttons spaced eve n ly (Si m e s , ) . T h e
p o ckets should be even with the bottom button . The Royal Wa r rants specify cross [hori zon t a l ]
p o ck e t s , but no flaps. C u t h b e rt s on (p. 54) re c ommends no pockets but a 1” welt to simulate a
p o ck e t .

If the waistcoat is not snug enough after con s t ru c t l on , tw i ll tape ties may be sewn to the
side seams and tied at the center back to pull the waistcoat tighter across the chest and waist are a s .
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COAT:
A ll edges, i n cluding button h o l e s , a re left raw [unfinished]. Unless otherwise specified, a ll

b u t t ons are 7/8”.
Regular infantry coat length is 6” f rom the floor on a kneeling man and light infantry

coats are 9” f rom the floor on a kneeling man (Si m e s , ) .
Lapels are 3” wide (RW p. 1 7 4 ; C u t h . p. 5 1 ) . T h e re are 10 buttons and buttonholes on

e a ch lapel, i n cluding the one on the coll a r. The bottom edges of the lapels should be even with the
b o t t om edges of the waistcoat when the soldier stands at attention . The tops of the back and side
vents should be the same distance from the floor as the bottom edges of the lapels. T h e re is on e
b u t t on at the top of each back vent (RW p. 1 7 4 ) .

The collar width matches that of the lapels in fron t , but may be narrowed to about 2” a t
the sides to ach i eve a straight line with the lapels, and should fit close around the neck (Cuth. p.
5 2 ) . The back center of the collar is 3 1/2” w i d e . A diagonal buttonhole in each front corn e r
a ll ows the collar to be fastened to a button which also passes through the lapel (Cuth. p. 5 2 ) .T h e
c o llar should fit close around the neck (Cuth. p. 5 2 ) .

The sleeve, when finished, should extend to the joint of the wrist (Cuth. p. 5 1 ) . The width
of the sleeve opening should be Just wide enough to admit the hand (Cuth. p. 5 2 ) . T h e re are 4
w o rking buttons on each small round cuff, placed so that they hold the cuff up to the corre c t
height of 3 1/2” ( RW p. 1 7 2 , 1 7 4 ; C u t h . p. 5 1 ) .

The coat should fit smoothly over the bre a s t , without re s t raint (Cuth. p. 51) and fastened
in front by large heavy duty hooks and eye s .

Po cket flaps are cross [hori zontal] and stitched down all around (RW p. 1 7 4 ) .
The top edge of the flap is even with the bottom edge of the lapels and in line with the top of the
ve n t s . T h e re are 4 eve n ly spaced buttons on each flap (RW p. 1 7 4 ) .

The skirt lining is sewed in on a line with the top of the pockets and the ve n t s . Wo rk i n g
p o ckets about 6” wide and 10” l ong are set into the lining behind the pocket flaps (RW p. 1 7 4 ) .
Be sure not to sew the pockets shut when sewing the buttons on the flaps.

The skirts are turned back with a hook and eye Joining the front corner and center back
c o rner on each side of the coat. The turn b a ck may be decorated in a pre s c ribed fashion (Si m e s , ,
C u t h . p. 5 2 ) .

If the uniform has shoulder straps they are set on in a straight line from the ear to the cen-
ter of the top of the armhole seam. The pointed inner end of the strap should end Just outside of
the edge of the coll a r. E a ch strap is fastened with a small [5/8”] button . The outer edge of the s t ra p
should be sewn to the coat, not sewn into the sleeve seam. The strap should also be sewn down to
the coat for a distance of about 1” f rom the armhole seam. The resulting space between the button
and the sew n - d own port i on should be just wide enough to admit the shoulder ca r riage (Si m e s ) .

S HI RT AND NECK STOC K :
1 / 2 ” of the shirt collar shoulder hang out over the neck stock (Cuth. p. 5 9 ) . C u t h b e rt s on

( p. 59) suggests horse hair stock s .

From the Office of the Northwest Territory Alliance Patternmaster      Early Uniform Specs #201
© 1998 Northwest Territory Alliance p. 2/4



COC KED HAT:
The hat is worn with three cock s . The front cock is worn over the outside of the left eye,

1 ” a b ove the eye b row. The hat should touch the right brow. ( C u t h . p. 7 8 )
The tape is 1 1/4” w i d e, 1 ” s h owing on the front and 1/4” on the back side (RW p. 1 7 5 ) .

A white sizing cord is wrapped twice around the crown and looped over in fron t . The ends are
t a s s e l e d : the right tassel hangs Just over the bri m , the left tassel lies so that the fringe is even with
the edge of the brim (Cuth. p. 5 7 ) .

The leaves are held up with narrow white tape (Cuth. p. 5 7 ) . The left side has a white loop
and button holding a black cockade (RW p. 1 7 5 ) . Inside the crown there is a sweat band, with a
d raw string for fitting.

FATIGUE CA P :
Both Simes and Cuthbert s on re c ommend that a fatigue cap be made from old coats.

C u t h b e rt s on (p.55) describes it as “a red ca p, lined with course linen, and turned up in the fron t ,
by a small , stiff flap of the facing of the Regiment, with an occa s i onal falling ca p e, to defend and
c over the neck .... “

Examples of a cap that meets this descri p t i on exist in artw o rk both before and after the
p e riod of the Rev o l u t i on . H o g a rt h’s “M a rch to Fl n ch l ey ” p a i n t i n g, f rom the 1750’s , s h ows a
C o l d s t ream Gu a rdsman wearing a red night cap with a blue [facing color] flap in front and a re d
t a s s e l . The foul weather cape 15 ro lled up into a red band along the bottom of the ca p. Pyn e’s
1803 drawing “B ritish Army Camp” s h ows soldiers wearing similar headgear.

G A IT ERS OR SPATT ERDA S H ES :
Both have black buttons (RW p. 1 7 3 , 1 7 5 ) . T h ey should fit smooth and without wri n k l e s .

The tongue should be cut so that it ends at the first bend in the shoe at the base of the toes, t h u s
c ove rlng the buckle [shoe lace area] com p l e t e ly (Cuth. p. 6 1 ) . The bottom of the gaiter in the
b a ck should come to the point where the heel of the shoe meets the body of the shoe. T h e re is a
b l a ck leather strap under the foot. ( C u t h . p. 6 1 )

Gaiters end 2” a b ove the knee. Sp a t t e rdashes are 11” t a ll in front and end at the swell of
the calf in back (Cuth. p. 6 1 ) .

T h ey were blackened and polished in the period (Cuth p. 8 0 , 8 1 ) . [A good 20th century
substitute is 3 coats of black acrylic latex high gloss paint.]

S TOC KINGS AND GART ERS :
Unless there is documentation to the con t ra ry, a ll the men in a com p a ny should wear the

same type of stockings on a given cl ay (Cuth p. 6 0 ) .
G a rters have brass buckles and the loose ends point inw a rd , with the same amount of

e xcess leather for each man (RW p. 1 7 3 , 1 7 5 ) .

S H O ES :
Shoes must be of black leather with a smooth toe. This means no seam on the front of

the shoe.

From the Office of the Northwest Territory Alliance Patternmaster      Early Uniform Specs #201
© 1998 Northwest Territory Alliance p. 3/4



H AV ERS ACK AND CA NT EEN :
The have r s a ck strap goes over the right shoulder, over any other accoutrements other than

the ca n t e e n . The top of the have r s a ck is worn even with the bottom rib and the canteen sits on
the have r s a ck so that their tops are eve n .

CA RT RI DGE POUCH:
If it is ca r ried on a shoulder ca r ri a g e, the top of the pouch should be even with the bottom

of the hip vent button (Cuth p. 6 9 ) .

CA RRI AG ES :
Shoulder belts are 2 3/4” wide and waist belts are 2” wide (RW p. 1 7 4 ) .

M U S KET SLI N G :
T h ey were worn tight (Cuth p. 7 1 ) .

RA N K:
Officer - epaulette of gold or silver lace or embro i d e ry on the right shoulder (or both for

g re n a d i e r s ) , gold or silver uniform lace, silk sash, go r g e t , s w o rd and knot, e s p on t o on (RW p. 1 7 2 -
1 7 3 ) . C u t h b e rt s on (p. 82) suggests glove s . Serjeant - white uniform lace, worsted sash with facing
color stri p e, h a l b e rd (except grenadiers) (RW p. 1 7 3 ) . Hats laced silver (RW p. 1 7 5 ) . C u t h b e rt s on
( p. 82) suggests glove s . C o rp o ral - silk epaulette [white] on the right shoulder (RW p. 1 7 3 ) .

B I B LI OG RA PHY

C u t h b e rt s on , B e n n e t . A Sys t e m f o r t h e C om p l e t e I n t e ri o r M a n a g e m e n t a n d O e c on om y o f a
B a t t a l i on o f I n f a n t ry. 2nd ed. Lon d on : J. M i ll a n , 1 7 7 9 .

R oyal Wa r ra n t s . “M i s c e ll a ny Book : Clothing Corre s p on d e n c e . His Majesty’s Wa r rant for the
R e g u l a t i on of the Colours, C l o t h i n g, e t c . of the Marching Regiments of Fo o t . 19 December
1 ? 6 8 . ” W. O. 3 0 / 1 3 B ; re p rinted in St ra ch a n , p. 1 7 1 - 1 7 8 .

Si m e s , T h om a s . T h e M i l i t a ry Gu i d e o f Yo u n g O f f i c e r s. Lon d on : 1 7 7 2 ; re p rinted in St ra chan p.
1 8 7 - 1 8 8 .

St ra ch a n , H ew. B ri t i s h M i l i t a ry U n i f o rm s . 1 7 6 8 - 1 7 9 6 : T h e Dre s s o f t h e B ri t i s h A rm y f rom
O f f i c i a l So u rc e s. Lon d on : A rms and Armour Pre s s , 1 9 7 5 .
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